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7th July 2023 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Good afternoon parents and carers, 

  

Many thanks this week for your support and 

cooperation. We had to change Sports Day be-

cause of the gloomy weather on Monday. Yes-

terday was glorious however and proved that 

we had made the right decision. Mr Moffatt, 

Head of PE will update you next week in more 

detail now as a result of the day moving. There 

was so much sports news from yesterday, we 

need a bit more time to collate all of this for 

you. Highlights of the day for me have to be 

how students ran alongside 

members of their houses in 

order to provide support and 

encouragement to them all. 

Most of my bulletins are 

spent thanking people as you 

know, but I am very grateful 

to the staff team who organ-

ised this for the students.  

The staff relay at the end of 

the day was just phenomenal. 

This was a new feature which was appreciated 
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by the students. Naturally, I have to be seen to  

be impartial and sadly cannot compete! 

 

Overall, Oversley took the Sports Day trophy. 

Many congratulations to them all with Ragley 

then winning the whole school House battle for 

the academic year 22-23. I am considering what 

treat I can offer to them for great participation 

and support this year. 

Our Oversley ladies warming up for Sports Day 

2023! 

  

I appreciated the year 9 and then 7 parents who 

supported the industrial action days yet again 

this week. I am not aware of any further disrup-

tion with industrial action this term. If it contin-

ues into September, I’ll inform you as this topic 

evolves over the summer, once we start back to 

school. 

  

Year 6s 

What a delight it was to meet year 6s and their 

parents this week! Thank you all for attending 

our new parents’ evening. 

 

Our year 6s then went on to have a fabulous day 

with us on Wednesday. Here are just a few  

photos for you. I’m grateful to Miss Hammond, 

Transition Co-ordinator for her hard work on this, 

and to the primary schools for working so closely 

with us to make this week so positive. 

I’d like to show case the work of Arthur in year 6 

who has written a poetry book to raise money for 

the National Autistic Society. Here is just one of 

his wonderful poems. Well done Arthur! 

 

Dragons 

There are fire dragons and ice dragons 

Fire dragons breathe out fire 

Ice dragons breathe out ice 

 

Fire dragons are red and powerful 

They can be scary when they are grumpy 

Ice dragons are white and chill 

They are gentle 

 

Fire dragons smell like ash 

They have a loud roar 

Unless they are babies 

 

Ice dragons smell like snow 

They sound like moving ice 

Like a shard sort of sound 

 

I would never kill a dragon 

Because they are gentle 

I would like to be friends with a dragon 

I would ride on it all around the world 

And back 

   

DfE circular this week 

The governors had a DfE circular this week out-

lining what outcomes might look like this summer 

for year 11 students after the covid adjustments 

have been removed from courses as follows: 

 

Whilst we won’t know precisely what results will 

look like until all work is marked and graded, the 

return to pre-pandemic grading means this year’s 

national results will be lower than in 2022. It fol-

lows, therefore, that is highly likely that your 

school or college’s headline results will be lower 

than last year. As such, it will be more meaningful 

to compare this year’s results with 2019, which 
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was the last year that exams took place before the 

pandemic. To be clear, a lower results profile in 

2023 does not indicate any change to the underly-

ing performance of the school or college you help 

govern. 

Letter to governors and trustees: Qualification 

results 2023 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

  

Homework updates 

Be sure that you did not miss the parental home-

work update in last week’s bulletin. We were 

grateful to you for the recent survey that you 

completed. These are always stored on the  

website: Bulletin (alcesteracademy.org.uk) 

  

Start of our staff farewells 

The staff leaving us at the end of this term have 

started to let the students, and their individual 

classes know now. I always like to respect that 

they start to tell this news when they are ready  

to do so. I will be updating you in the next two 

editions as to the staff leavers. 

 

I reiterate that we are fully staffed for September 

with a very high calibre of staff, and in light of 

the national teacher shortage, I am very pleased 

to report this. We have been very lucky in recent 

years to not have had too much staff movement. 

Now that things seem more settled post covid, it 

is natural that staff go back to evaluating their 

career path and their future. 

  

We say goodbye to: 

 Miss Cooper who is promoted to second in 

science at Ridgeway from September. 

 Miss Hammond who is promoted to second 

in English at Dyson Perrins School. 

 Miss Watson who is off to Kineton wanting 

some sixth form experience. 

 Miss Hoskin who is starting at Ridgeway in 

September.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

them for their service to the school and wish  

them all the best for the future. 

  

Thank you Governors 

Can I take this opportunity to thank the govern-

ing body for their full and relentless support this 

year. This always means a great deal to me. I 

meet the Chair of Governors on a fortnightly ba-

sis throughout the year in order to discuss all 

school matters in depth. Thank you to Mike Dean 

for this level of attention to the school. 

If you are interested in becoming a school gover-

nor, please contact the Clerk to the Gover-

nors; StephanieBell@alcesteracademy.org.uk. We 

are particularly looking for expertise in the areas 

of finance or accountancy. 

  

Year 9—Work Experience 

It was an exciting week for year 9s as they were 

part of an assembly about next year’s planned 

work experience. Please search in the bottom of 

school bags for the information if you have not yet 

had it! 98 students attended work experience last 

year and we hope to beat that record next  

academic year. 

  

Preloved uniform sale 

Wednesday 12th July 3.30-4.30pm in school. 

Diversity Day 

We will be celebrating Diversity Day in school on 

Monday 17th July. This is a non school uniform 

day for Amnesty International  

www.amnesty.org.uk/LGBTI-equality  

We have opened the School Gateway for any  

donations, with a huge thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-to-governors-and-trustees-about-qualification-results-2023/letter-to-governors-and-trustees-qualification-results-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-to-governors-and-trustees-about-qualification-results-2023/letter-to-governors-and-trustees-qualification-results-2023
https://www.alcesteracademy.org.uk/news/bulletin-
mailto:StephanieBell@alcesteracademy.org.uk
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/LGBTI-equality
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Early finish 

We will break up at 12.40pm on Friday 21st July.  

If drivers who are collecting children could abide 

by the one-way traffic system on Gerard Road, 

this would help us all greatly. 

  

Summer Bash and Raffle 

There really isn’t much time to get your tickets 

now. Please contact: 

Friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk 

quickly if you want to be part of this.  

Thank you so much to those of you who have  

already been in touch. It means a great deal. 

  

Good news stories… 

Well done to Rosie in year 8 for being selected by 

Warwickshire at County level for football. 

 

Congratulations to Jacob and Charlie in year 10 

for a super work experience week with Warwick-

shire Police. 

  

Alcester Event— 
Working for Marcus by Loudmouth 

The Police and Crime Commissioner have funded 

Loudmouth Theatre in Education Company to 

provide training to pupils, teachers and a special 

session for parents, all taking part at similar 

times during the Autumn. The parent session is 

free and can be booked using the attached QR 

code on the flyer or with this link: 

 

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/working-for-marcus-

tickets-642881133777?aff=oddtdtcreator 

 

The session uses well researched drama plus dis-

cussion to help parents spot the signs of groom-

ing, county lines and exploitation into crime and 

know where to go for help and support. It starts 

at 6pm for an hour and fifteen minutes, followed 

by discussion/questions. There will be light 

snacks and refreshments. This is actually a  

workshop that we run for our students in school 

in year 9. 

 

Trip 

The students have departed for their 

Wimbledon trip today. I do hope that 

they have a lovely weekend and see 

some memorable matches! 

  

Finally, as we celebrated 75 years of our  

wonderful NHS this week, I wanted to give a 

shout out to all of our parents and family  

members who work within this wonderful  

organisation. We thank you for everything that 

you do at this special anniversary time. 

  

Have a wonderful weekend. 

   

Best wishes 

Sarah Mellors—Headteacher 

 

mailto:Friends@alcesteracademy.org.uk
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/working-for-marcus-tickets-642881133777?aff=oddtdtcreator
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/working-for-marcus-tickets-642881133777?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Monday 10th July – Super Learning Day Year 9. The Riot Act (Road Safety) 

Thursday 13th July – Celebration Evening (invited students) 

Saturday 15th July – Summer Bash 12-5pm 

Tuesday 18th July – Silver D of E Expedition (Assessed) 

Thursday 20th July – Year 7 visit from Air Ambulance 

Friday 21st July – Break up 12.40pm 

GCSE results day – Thursday 24th August 

Return to school – from Wednesday 6th September staggered returns (years 7-11) 

  

This is not an exhaustive list 

Dates for your diary 

Young Writer's Competition 

The National Literacy Trust is running a 

Young Writer’s Competition. Visit https://

literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/good-

housekeepings-young-writers-

competition/?

mc_cid=eb8f3ef708&mc_eid=dbc627a756 

for more details. 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/good-housekeepings-young-writers-competition/?mc_cid=eb8f3ef708&mc_eid=dbc627a756
https://literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/good-housekeepings-young-writers-competition/?mc_cid=eb8f3ef708&mc_eid=dbc627a756
https://literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/good-housekeepings-young-writers-competition/?mc_cid=eb8f3ef708&mc_eid=dbc627a756
https://literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/good-housekeepings-young-writers-competition/?mc_cid=eb8f3ef708&mc_eid=dbc627a756
https://literacytrust.org.uk/competitions/good-housekeepings-young-writers-competition/?mc_cid=eb8f3ef708&mc_eid=dbc627a756
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Epraise Leaderboard—this week  
 

Top Students—this week: 

1 Drew   9HL  33 points 

2 Skye   8BI  15 points 

3 Tony   8MA  13 points 

4 Isobel  10ST  11 points 

4 Hugh  10ST  11 points 

6 David  10MG  10 points 

7 Jasmine 7KA  9 points 

8 Aaron  7LE  8 points 

8 Isaac   7RA  8 points 

8 Freya   7TN  8 points 

 
Top Tutor—this week: 

1 7LE  102 points 

2 7RA  88 points 

3 10ST  77 points 

4 7TN  75 points 

5 9HL  69 points 

6 7KA  66 points 

7 7WI  62 points 

8 10YA  60 points 

8 10HE  60 points 

10 8MA  58 points 

10 9AN  58 points 

Top Staff—this week: 

1 Mr Martin  142 points 

2 Mrs Mellors  117 points 

3 Mr Yarrington 105 points 

4 Miss Green  89 points 

5 Miss Wincup 86 points 

6 Miss Burgess1 83 points 

7 Mrs Stedman 79 points 

8 Mr Rossiter  60 points 

9 Mrs Weatherley 53 points 

9 Miss Tandy  53 points 

 

Top Subjects—this week: 
 

1 Maths  232 points 

2 Science 192 points 

3 History 124 points 

4 Geography 115 points 

5 Art  96 points 

6 French 53 points 

7 English 43 points 

8 German 41 points 

9 Ethics  40 points 

10 DT  33 points 
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Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley—Tony (8MA) 

Ragley—Isobel (10ST) 

Greville—Drew (9HL) 

Oversley—Skye (8BI) 

 

We celebrated a brilliant Sports Day this week, 

which has brought our House competition to an 

end this year. 

 

Sports Day winner: Oversley 

Overall winning House: Ragley 

Congratulations to Ragley, our winning House of 

this year! Thank to you all those who have contrib-

uted points to their House this year, this has been 

the tightest competition yet!  

 

I look forward to celebrating your achievements 

during celebration evening, keep an eye out for our 

first set of House awards this year. 

 

See you in September to see if Ragley can maintain 

their victory!  

Miss Lewis 

SUMMER TERM 2023  

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2023 

School closed   Friday 1st September 2023  

     Disaggregated teacher training day 

     Monday 4th & Tuesday 5th September 2023 

     Teacher training days 

 

Autumn Term begins 

Years 7 and 11 only  Wednesday 6th September 2023 

Years 8, 9 and 10 only  Thursday 7th September 2023 

All students back   Friday 8th September 2023 

School closed   Friday 27th October 2023  

     Teacher training day 

Half term    Monday 30th October – Friday 3rd November 2023 

Back to school   Monday 6th November 2023 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 22nd December 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

SPRING TERM 2024 

School closed   Monday 8th January 2024 

     Teacher training day 

Spring Term begins  Tuesday 9th January 2024 

Half Term     Monday 12th – Friday 16th February 2024 

Back to school   Monday 19th February 2024 

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 22nd March 2024 at 12.40pm 

Term Dates 
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Top House this week: Oversley  

 

Top Tutors this week:  

7LE         95.9%                    

8BI           92.4% 

9AN       96.6% 

10HE      96.7%  

 

Please only report absences through the channels 

below using our school communication system or 

absence line.  

 

Please do not email Mrs Paula Taylor directly as 

these emails may not be received during the  

transition from Mrs Taylor to our newly appointed 

Attendance Officer Mrs Louise Hatcher. 

 

Parents must report any absence from school in-

cluding medical appointments requiring absence, 

and any Covid related ill health leading to absence, 

to the student absence line by 9.30am on each 

day of absence to 01789 762285 and press 1. 

 

Where there has been no contact from  

parents/carers and the child remains absent with-

out explanation Academy staff will make contact 

with parents/carers to ask the reason for absence. 

 

In the first instance School Comms will be used to 

send a message via the app or text, followed by con-

tact via phone, if no response is received. Medical 

evidence (for example, this could be medical ap-

pointment cards, prescribed medication labels) can 

be requested to support student absences from 

school. 

 

Our Attendance Officer will 

follow up unexplained or con-

cerning levels of absence as 

outlined in our Attendance 

Intervention Process. 

 

Attendance News 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Student Spotlight 

Well done to all of our girls who recently trialled 

for the U14 Warwickshire County team for  

football and to those currently trialling for the 

U16 team. 

 

After a number of well attended trials from  

footballers across the County the 23-24 squad has 

been selected. 

 

Congratulations to Rosie in year 8 who despite 

incredibly tough competition has been selected for 

the squad to represent Warwickshire next  

academic year—an outstanding achievement.  

 

 

PRE-LOVED PE KIT 

 
DONATE, RE-USE, GIVE BACK! 
Help the school community  

and give back 

 

Please donate your unwanted  

(no longer needed or using)  

PE kit, which would then be given  

back to students here.  

 

We would particularly welcome 

skorts, leggings and socks. 

 

Please give your donations direct  

to the PE department! 

 

Thank you, Mrs Powell 
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* SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS *  

Next week’s sport  


