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8th July 2022  

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Thank you to the students for a super week in 

school. They were all extremely accommodating 

of the year 6 visit, and I was very proud at the 

level of support offered to our new students. It 

all helps them to be less worried about starting 

secondary school in September. It was a joy to 

meet new parents as well and I thank them all 

for supporting the parentsõ evening. On behalf 

of myself, staff and Governors, welcome to  

Alcester Academy officially! Miss Hammond 

and her team have done a great job in support-

ing the transition. Please speak to her if you 

still have concerns:  

cerihammond@alcesteracademy.org.uk   

Transition/Year 7 Co -ordinator  

 

anitabush@alcesteracademy.org.uk    

SENCO 

 

karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk   

Assistant Head Teacher (Pastoral)  and  

Designated Safe Guarding Lead  

I would like to take this op-

portunity to thank our pri-

mary colleagues for helping 

with a very smooth transi-

tion this year. The students 

were an absolute credit on 

the day playing very well 

together, meeting new 

friends and trying some dif-

ferent experiences. I am 

very grateful to Alcester 

Academy staff for making this happen.  

 

In assemblies this week, we reminded all  

students of the uniform expectations for  

September and updated them on the few staff 

changes that we will have. For our year 10s, we 

also focussed upon the theme of ôStepping Upõ 

and what next year will look like. Parents of 

year 10s will be getting a letter very shortly 

about the new tutor groups that will be as-

signed to support a very important exam year 

ahead. 

mailto:cerihammond@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:anitabush@alcesteracademy.org.uk
mailto:karenbuckthorp@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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We will also send you essential uniform reminders 

as parents. Please take care not to allow unnatural 

coloured hair, hair braids, shaved lines in hair, or 

nose studs for the return to school in September. 

These unnecessarily waste a lot of our time sorting 

out and also start the term off negatively, and that 

is not desirable. Trousers should be mid grey and 

shoes, polishable. Nothing has changed at all in 

terms of the standards expected. Students should 

not return to school in shorts.  

There are now two outlets to purchase uniform 

from:  

NSC in Alcester, or Price & Buckland 

online  https://www.pbuniform -

online.co.uk/alcester . 

  

There are still Summer School places available for 

year 6s. Week of Monday 25th  July. Please con-

tact  admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk  if you wish to 

sign up still. This is £125 to include all activities 

and food. 

  

New for September 

Year 7 and 8 will have a slimmed down version of 

the homework planner and we are having subjects 

assigned for homework each half term.  

 

For year 9, 10, 11, there will be no physical home-

work planner. All homework will be posted on 

Google Classroom, and we will be explaining to 

parents how to access this. There will be a home-

work timetable as usual in these year groups.  

 

For tracking behaviour, parents will be able to see 

EPRAISE and DEMERITS as needed via a login. 

This negates the need for the Conduct Logs in 

planners.  Students will carry a SMART card 

around with them however to ensure that they look 

their best at all times. All of this detail will be sent 

out to you in September.  

  

I am looking forward 

to being at the 

Mayorõs Civic Service 

on Saturday at St 

Nicholasõ Church. 

Our fabulous year 10 

students are talking 

about the Mayorõs 

charity and their 

Marathon Kids work. 

This is our cross year 

group project happening in school once a week  

with year 10s and 7s, as a potential pilot for a  

national programme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, some of our year 7  

students took part in the second 

School of Theatre Excellence  

Workshop. This was so well received 

again. Thanks to Miss Sacco for  

arranging this.  

  

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/alcester
https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/alcester
mailto:admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk


 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Yesterday we went through our lockdown proce-

dure. Iõm delighted to say that our students be-

haved in a calm and mature way during this.  

  

Farewell staff 

We will be saying farewell at the end of term to 

Miss Knowles, Miss Lee and Miss Simpson. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank them 

for the last twelve months with us and their hard 

work. Miss Lee is off to do her PGCE and we are 

delighted that sheõll be going into a teaching  

career. Good luck!  

 

We will also be saying goodbye to Mrs Hodges, our  

Attendance Officer. I am sure that you will join me 

in thanking Mrs Hodges for keeping everything up 

to date during the pandemic and providing reas-

surance to parents as needed. I wish to convey my 

personal thanks to Mrs Hodges for seeing us 

through a very difficult time indeed. At its peak, 

she was receiving emails about Covid -19 at every 

hour of the day (and night) and at weekends. We 

wish you all the best Mrs Hodges! Rest up for a 

while!  

  

Welcome Miss Gruszcynska! 

 

Hello everyone, 

My name is Agnieszka 

(Agnes) Gruszczynska and  

I will be teaching German 

to cover Miss Heitmuller.  

I come originally from Po-

land, and I have been living 

in UK for 15 years. I live in 

Redditch. I have four children: two girls 

and two boys. In Poland I taught German 

to students from 12 -18 years old. I love  

animals, especially dogs and I have six 

wolf dogs at home. In my free time I like 

spending time with my family and dogs 

and watching movies, mostly sci -fi and 

horror movies and documentary programs 

about space. 

 

I'm very happy to join Alcester Academy 

staff. After a few days here I want to say a 

massive thank you to all staff members 

and all students for their friendly  

welcome! 
  

D of E practice expedition 

Well done to the Silvers who were on their practise 

expedition last weekend. Activities carry on  

tomorrow again. What a busy time for them all. 

Thank you to Venture Outdoor and the team for 

supporting the students.  

  

Sports Day ï Thursday 14th July 

Mr Powell will be sending out a message about 

Sports Day. Please keep an eye on the weather.  

We usually all need hats, sun cream and plenty of 

water on the day.  

 

The canteen will have a refreshments service  

running up on the field during the day; cash will be 

needed. 

 

I do encourage students to wear their House  

Colours (sensibly) on the day:  

Billesley ñBlue  

OversleyñOrange 

Greville ñGreen 

RagleyñRed 

 

All students should come to school in PE kit.  

  

Congratulations @Mr_B 

We are so proud of Mr Bowater for receiving three 

Bronze places in the Worcester Social Media 

Awards  last weekend. This is quite something  

indeed.  

 

Monday 11th July 

Next week will see Motivational Monday. Watch 

out for EPRAISE points and emails coming your 

way! A great way to start the week.  

  

Monday 18th July ï trips day 

The canteen will be open for students not on trips 

but with a reduced choice. Students not on a trip 

on Monday 18th  July can attend school in their 

own clothes.  
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Dancing Out of Lockdown 

Congratulations  to the  

following students who took 

part in a Strong Feet Dance 

Production last weekend.  

We are very proud of you.   

Dianañyear 9 cheerleading  

Summerñyear 8 cheerleading   

Dancersñ 

Ella, Ava, Emily, Tom, Chris, 

Hugh and Gianluca.  

  

Well done Gianluca 

In the midst of the Dance Show, Gianluca in year 9 

managed to dash back to the tennis club to  

compete and win the Under 14 Championship for 

Alcester. Many  congratulations.   

Save the date 

Just a reminder in plenty of time that we are  

closing at 1.30pm on Thursday 22nd  September to 

get ready for Open Evening.  

  

Covid-19 statistics this week 

Year 7ñ2 cases 

Year 8ñ11 cases 

Year 9ñ4 cases 

Year 10ñ4 cases 

  

Covid-19 expectations 

We are abiding by the current guidance on Covid -

19 right now which requires three days isolation 

please. If you child is then symptom free, they may 

return to school. Where they are not, please liaise 

with our Attendance Officer, Mrs Hodges.  

JackieHodges@alcesteracademy.org.uk . 

 

. 

We will do our best to upload work to Google Class-

room in a timely manner. To be realistic, this will 

not be in the first 24 hours, and so we recommend 

Oak Academy resources for Day 1 if your child is 

well enough to work.  Oak National Academy 

(https://www.thenational.academy/ ). We are not 

offering live links into lessons at this current time.  

  

New Attendance Regulations 

The Childrenõs Commissioner; Dame Rachel de 

Souza has said that schools should be ôobsessedõ 

with attendance in September in order to  

completely recover from Covid -19.  

 

I have talked to the students about this in  

assembly this week.  

 

Central to raising standards in education and  

ensuring all pupils can fulfil their potential is an 

assumption so widely understood that it is  

insufficiently stated ð pupils need to attend school 

regularly to benefit from their education. Missing 

out on lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling 

behind. Children with poor attendance tend to 

achieve less in both primary and secondary school.  

 

The government expects schools and local  

authorities to:  

¶ promote good attendance and reduce ab-

sence, including persistent absence  

¶ ensure every pupil has access to full -time 

education to which they are entitled  

¶ act early to address patterns of absence  

¶ parents to perform their legal duty by  

ensuring their children of compulsory school 

age who are registered at school attend  

regularly  

¶ all pupils to be punctual to their lessons  

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/governmen

t/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/107

3591/School_attendance_guidance_May -2022.pdf 

  

 

Back to School Dates 

Year 7 and 11 ð  Wednesday 7th  September 

Year 8, 9, 10 ð Thursday 8th  September 

All students back on Friday 9th  September 

  

Staff are back in school from  

Monday 5th  September 
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Thank you ï year 11 parent 

What a gorgeous treat for the staff room this week! 

Wow! Yes, itõs  a cake that looks like a work of art. 

We were frightened to cut it, such a shame! Thank 

you to this parent for spending hours making this 

for the staff.   

 

Safeguarding over the summer 

We will be taking some time off over the summer. 

If you need any support over this period of time, 

please see contacts at : 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/  

 

For urgent concerns  - if you have an urgent 

child protection concern and need to get in 

touch with Front Door please call   

01926 414144.   

Lines are open:  

Monday to Thursday - 8.30am ð 5:30pm  

Friday - 8.30am ð 5:00pm  

  

Out of hours  - if you need to get in touch out 

of usual office hours, please contact the 

Emergency Duty Team immediately on   

01926 886922.  

 

Emergencies  - if you think that a child is at 

immediate risk, contact the police  

immediately on  999. 

Non -urgent concerns  - complete the  Multi 

Agency Contact Form  and send to email.  

 

To report a crime or raise a concern about 

abuse with Warwickshire Police, you can 

phone non -emergency number on:  101.  

But if it is an emergency always dial:  999 

 

Holidays in term time 

Please do not book holidays in term time. These 

will not be authorised and may result in a fixed 

penalty notice being served. I would appreciate not 

being put in the position of having to do this. 

Thank you.  

  

Pre-loved uniform sale 

We are running the  

pre-loved uniform sale on:  

Tuesday 12th  and Wednesday 

13th  July  

3.30-4.30pm in the school canteen. 

Year 6-10 parents welcome.  

Limited sizes and stock.  

If you have any donations to give before then,  

we would be grateful, with thanks.  

 

TikTok 

Please continue to be aware of your childõs social 

media habits and Tik Tok especially. We have a 

duty of care as the trusted adults to protect our 

children.  

  

GCSE Results Day 

GCSE Results Day is Thursday 25th  August from 

8.30am in school. Year 11s and parents should be 

aware of this.  

 

Thank you  

Sincere thanks to Miss E. Home for putting the 

bulletin together for me each week. It has slowly 

evolved to be quite a publication and I hope that 

you enjoy reading it. Thanks to Mrs Hands and 

Mrs Kirby who also do a sterling job proofing it 

each week. 
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Iõm wishing you all a super weekend ahead. Sun 

cream at the ready I think!   

 

I will keep an eye out on the forecast as the 

weather warms up next week and weõll adapt uni-

form as needed. I will message you if this is the 

case.  

 

Please wish our Academy ducks a good trip on the 

water this weekend! 

https://alcesterduck.elygin.co.uk/   

 

Every year I  sponsor several 

ducks for the Duck Race but 

they never seem to cross the 

finish line! Letõs hope this year 

is THE year!  

  

Best wishes  

 

Mrs Sarah Mellors  

Headteacher  

It was so valuable for our year 9 and year 10  

Hospitality and Catering students to have a visit 

this week from Tobias Lee from Blue Earth 

Foods, a former pupil of Alcester Academy.    

 

The presentation consisted of valuable infor-

mation including product development and food 

production with the chance to taste some of Blue 

Earth Food products.  

 

There were conversations on the different job 

roles and career opportunities within this huge 

industry.  The students were very interested and 

asked some great questions.  Great work!  

 

Miss Wincup &  Mrs Megee 

Blue Earth Foods visit  

https://alcesterduck.elygin.co.uk/
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Epraiseñthe past 7 days  

 

Top Students past 7 days: 

1 Gianluca  9ST 20 points  

2 Lottie  7WI  19 points  

3 Luke   7TY 18 points  

4 Tom  8PW 17 points  

5 Tom   7WI  15 points  

5 Ted   10AN  15 points  

7 Maisie  10KA  14 points  

7 Elly   7RA 14 points  

7 Finn   7HT  14 points  

10 Arturo  7TY 13 points  
 
 

Top Tutor Groups past 7 days: 

1 7HT   138 points  

2 7SI  137 points  

3 7WI   133 points  

4 7TY  128 points  

5 8PK  119 points  

6 7RA  112 points  

7 8PW  96 points  

8 8SO  94 points  

9 8HL   92 points  

10 8RO  71 points  

 

Top Staff past 7 days: 

1 Miss Lewis   298 points  

2 Miss Burgess  255 points  

3 Mr Jones   172 points  

4 Miss Home   138 points  

5 Mr Yarrington  126 points  

6 Mrs Mellors   110 points  

7 Mr Anderson  94 points  

8 Mr Rossiter   82 points  

9 Miss Cooper  80 points  

10 Miss Simpson  75 points  
 

 

Top Subjects past 7 days: 

1 Science  371 points  

2 English   328 points  

3 Maths    260 points  

4 Art    195 points  

5 IT    94 points  

6 History   89 points  

7 Performing Arts  78 points  

8 Food Tech  46 points  

9 French   40 points  

10 Media Studies  25 points  

Top Houses past 7 days: 

1 Billesley   366 points  

2 Greville   321 points  

3 Ragley  312 points  

4 Oversley   298 points  
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PRE-LOVED PE KIT  

 
DONATE, RE -USE, GIVE BACK!  

 
Help the school community  

and give back  

 

Please donate your unwanted  

(no longer needed or using)  

PE kit, which would then be given  

back to students here.  

 

We would particularly welcome 

skorts, leggings and socks.  

 

Please give your donations to LSU  

or the PE department!  

 

Thank you, Mrs Powell  
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Year 7                 Year 8                 Year 9                 Year 10                Whole School 

90.8%                   92.3%                 92.4%                  90.3%                     90.0% 

School Attendance ð up to 7.7.22 

  

This week's top tutor groups  

7SI, 8RO, 9BW & 10KA ñ Well done! Mrs Hodges  
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Parents and carers invited to join SEND webinar  
on speech and language provision 

Warwickshire County Council is 

hosting another special education-

al needs and disabilities (SEND) 

webinar on Tuesday 19 July on the 

topic of Speech and Language Pro-

vision.  

 

There can be many reasons why a 

young person may have a Speech, 

Language and Communication Need (SLCN). It 

may be due to physical difficulties such as a cleft 

palate or a hearing impairment, or it could be 

linked to other developmental conditions such as 

Autism. In some cases, there is no obvious cause.  

 

Whatever the reason for a SLCN, itõs important 

that children and young people receive timely  

support to improve their overall development and 

educational outcomes. This webinar will provide 

parents and carers  with a better 

understanding of the different  

levels of speech and language ther-

apy suppor t  and how to access this 

for their child. It will also be an 

opportunity to share feedback on 

the current provision to help inform 

and improve future support across 

Warwickshire.  

   

The webinar takes place on:  

 

Tuesday 19 July, 1pm - 2pm and you can  

register to attend at:   

https://bit.ly/SpeechLanguageProvision   

https://bit.ly/SpeechLanguageProvision
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Year 9 

Data Report published to parents/carers ñ Monday 18 th  July 2022  

 
Year 7 

Full Report published to parents/carers ñ Tuesday 19 th  July 2022  

Exam, Reporting & Parentsô Evening Timetable  

Term Dates 

SUMMER TERM 2022    

Summer Term ends    Tuesday 19th July 2022 at 3.25pm  

 

AUTUMN TERM 2022  

School closed  

Teacher training days    Monday 5th & Tuesday 6th September 2022  

 

Autumn Term begins  

Years 7 and 11 only    Wednesday 7th September 2022  

Years 8, 9 and 10 only    Thursday 8th September 2022  

All students back    Friday 9th September 2022  
 

Half term     Monday 24th October ñ Friday 28th October 2022  

Back to school Monday   31st October 2022  

Autumn Term ends    Friday 16th December 2022 at 12.40pm  

Thursday 14th  July    Sports Day year 7 -10 

Monday 18th  July    Rewards Trips  

Tuesday 19th  July    Finish for the summer holidays at 3.25pm  

Thursday 25th  August    GCSE results in school from 8.30am. More detail to follow.  

Dates for your diary ï next half term 
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On Friday June 24th  we 

visited Bristol with year 9 

as part of our study of ur-

ban issues and challenges, 

a key topic in our GCSE 

course. We visited Cabot 

Circus and the Docklands 

to study urban change in 

the city. We were also  

investigating the impacts 

of regeneration in these 

areas.  

 

Cabot Circus alone cost 

£500 million to construct! 

It was a brilliant opportunity to get our budding 

geographers out in to the real world and give 

them a flavour of human geography -in -action.  

 

I think for many they really looked at these areas 

with a real geographical perspective and were 

able to decide whether they thought they were 

successful.  

Lunch time gave the students some time to en-

gage in some retail therapy, especially once they 

found the Lego Shop in Cabot Circus. Wonderful 

day and the students as always, did us proud.  

 

Mrs Stedman  

Geography trip to Bristol  


