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9th December 2022 

Alcester Academy 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Before I begin this week, please pay 

special notice to the important  

attachment this week regarding 

Strep A and Scarlett Fever. This has 

been circulated to all schools for par-

ent and staff attention. Thank you. 

  

Many thanks to Miss Buckthorp for 

taking the reins last week with a  

student focussed bulletin edition. It was great 

to hear from Albi the dog and our students after 

the Autumn term in school. It is also good to be 

back in school this week after I fell victim to the 

winter lurgy that seems to be going around! I 

knew that it was most definitely time to return 

when the year 7 French students started to  

design Wanted posters in their lessons! 

On a serious note, I do always find it 

difficult to be away from school for 

any given length of time and so it 

was great to be back. Thanks to SLT 

for holding the fort so well. 

 

Last Friday, we held our first PTA 

event. Friends of Alcester Academy 

held their Family Quiz Night. We 

had over eleven teams with us and 

the atmosphere was just superb. 

Many thanks to  

Innsbruck Productions 

for a fantastic quiz and 

to you all and our 

sponsors for the prizes 

donated for hampers 

and the raffle. 
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I’m delighted to inform you that 

the night raised over £700 clear 

profit for our funds towards a set 

of Chrome books in school. Our 

next event will be Family Bingo 

on Friday 17th March 2023.  

 

Look out this weekend for Acade-

my staff and parents supporting 

the Alcester Rotary Santa Run 

along The Conway Estate on Sat-

urday and then the Gerard Road 

and surrounding area on Sunday. 

How exciting! 

Thanks to a 

parent and 

neighbour, who 

has planned in 

a mince pie stop 

for everyone at 

her house! I’m 

most grateful to our parents, staff 

and student helpers, Charlie, 

Archie, Jess and Zac for their 

contribution to all of this at a 

busy time of the year. 

 

The next PTA meeting will be 

Thursday 12th January 2023 at 

7pm via TEAMS. 

 

Thank you to parents who joined 

us via School Cloud last night for 

year 10 Parents’ Evening. I hope 

that you found this of use and 

can further support your child 

moving into the Spring term. 

Please remember, do approach 

school if you have any concerns 

regarding your child whatever 

their year group. 

 

On Monday, our skiers took to 

the slopes, well, the dry slopes at 

least in preparation for their 

forthcoming trip. Miss Buckthorp 

reported some very interesting 

styles being showcased! I can’t 

wait to see the trip photographs 

at half term. 

 

This week, our Young Enterprise 

team have been selling their 

products at various Christmas 

Fairs, our year 7s went wreath 

making, our musicians are  

getting ready for our Church 

Concert and today, year 7 and 8 

had their rewards trip! All of this 

has been going on whilst the year 

11s have diligently been working 

on their GCSE mock examina-

tions. We are so proud of the 

whole school community. 

 

Year 9 Exams 

In the run up to year 9 exams 

directly after Christmas, stu-

dents had some input around our 

Super Six revision initiative. 

Please ask your son or daughter 

about this. Year 8 will have a 

similar input after the holiday 

period. 
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 Farewell 

At the end of term, we say farewell to a few mem-

bers of the team. I’d like to time this opportunity to 

convey my gratitude to Beth Masters and David 

MacKay for the tremendous work that they have 

done for our students as part of the Covid Catch-

Up agenda. We will all miss their cheery presence 

and helpfulness. On behalf of the governing body 

and staff, we also say goodbye and thank you to 

our School Business Manager, Mrs Riddle. These 

folks have made a real difference to life at the 

Academy in their time with us. 

 

Non Uniform 

Next Friday16th December is a non uniform day 

for Save the Children. Yes, it’s Christmas Jumper 

Day! You can add your donation to the School 

Gateway from now. 

 

Uniform 

Just a reminder that hoodies are not permitted in 

school. Winter has most definitely arrived this 

week so please ensure that students have an  

appropriate coat for school. 

 

Buses 

We are keeping a log in school of buses that either 

don’t arrive, or are late. Please keep us in touch 

with this. It was discussed at our governors  

meeting this week on behalf of parents. 

 

Money Matters 

Stratford-upon-Avon Food Bank 

Over the Christmas period, food parcels can be  

collected from us at the Fred Winter Centre, 41 

Guild Street, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6QY at 

the following days/times: 

• Monday 5 - 6.30pm  

(closed on 26/12 and 02/01) 

• Tuesday 12 - 2pm  

(closed on 27/12) 

• Thursday 5 - 6.30pm 

• Friday 12 - 2 pm 

  

If families need emergency food support once 

school is closed, they can use the Help Through 

Hardship phone line: 08082 082138, who will be 

able to raise a voucher they can then use with the 

food bank. 

  

Thank you last week for helping to raise in excess 

of 218kg for Arden Food Bank in our collection. 

 

Looking out for the elderly and  
neighbours 

On Wednesday 7th December, the MET office  

issued the following cold weather alert covering the 

period Wednesday 7th – Monday 12th December 

Current alert level: Level 3 - Cold Weather Action 

Issued at: 08:47 on Mon 5 Dec 2022 

 

There is a 90% probability of severe cold weather 

and icy conditions between 1800 on Wednesday 07 

Dec and 0900 on Monday 12 Dec in parts of Eng-

land. This weather could increase the health risks 

to vulnerable patients and disrupt the delivery of 

services. Please refer to the national Cold Weather 

Plan and your Trust's emergency plan for appropri-

ate preventive action. 

  

Look out for friends and family who may be vulner-

able to the cold, and ensure they have access to 

warm food and drinks and are managing to heat 

their homes adequately. Try to maintain indoor 

temperatures to at least 18°C, particularly if you 

are not mobile, have a long-term illness or are 65 

or over. Avoid exposing 

yourself to cold or icy out-

door conditions if you are 

at a higher risk of cold-

related illness or falls and 

stay up to date with the 

latest weather forecasts on 

the Met Office website. 

 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 4 



 

 * www.alcesteracademy.org.uk *  01789 762285 * admin@alcesteracademy.org.uk * Twitter @AlcesterAcademy * 

Page 5 

World Cup Update 

Thank to Henry, year 10 for keeping me up to date 

on this. Here is a summary of how we’re all doing. 

 

This weekend’s quarter finals are: 

Parents v 9HL 

Site team v 8TY 

Staff v 10MG 

10YA v 10BW 

 

Thank you to all of our other groups for  

participating in this for 2022. 

And so, we creep in to the last week of term! Are 

you ready yet? I’ve got a busy weekend ahead put-

ting up the tree and writing cards. I’m a bit behind 

to say the least! 

 

Don’t forget that next week, we have our Church 

Concert on Tuesday, Christmas dinner days and 

Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day with 

an early finish on Friday. Phew!  

 

Please don’t forget that we operate a one way road 

system to help pick ups by vehicle on Friday 

16th December. In via Gerard Road from Captain’s 

Hill, and exit via Throckmorton Road. This just 

helps the flow to work as smoothly as possible, 

thank you. 

 

I will be writing to you next week again with a few 

updates. Before we leave for 2022 however, I want 

us all to take a moment to reflect upon the loss of 

our dear Olivia Worrallo who passed away tragical-

ly on Christmas Eve 2020 from a fatal asthma  

attack. As ever, our thoughts are with Liv’s family 

and friends all through the year but especially 

now.  

  

Best wishes 

  

Mrs Sarah Mellors 

Headteacher 

 Safeguarding over the Christmas period 

We will be taking some time off over Christmas. If you need any support over this  

period of time, please see contacts at:  https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/ 

 

For urgent concerns - if you have an urgent child protection concern and 

need to get in touch with Front Door please call 01926 414144. Lines are open: 

Monday to Thursday - 8.30am – 5:30pm Friday - 8.30am – 5:00pm Out of 

hours - if you need to get in touch out of usual office hours, please contact the 

Emergency Duty Team immediately on 01926 886922. 

 

Emergencies - if you think that a child is at immediate risk, contact the police 

immediately on 999. 

 

Non-urgent concerns - complete the Multi Agency Contact Form and send to 

email. To report a crime or raise a concern about abuse with Warwickshire  

Police, you can phone non-emergency number on: 101. But if it is an emergency 

always dial: 999 

https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/
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Key dates: 

Monday 12th December—year 9, 10, 11 Rewards Trip. 

Monday 12th December—year 7/8 virtual STEM session (in school). 

Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th December. Student Christmas Dinner Day. £3.40. No pre-order 

needed. (Note: FSM are subsidised for this by the school). 

Tuesday 13th December—year 11 coursework catch up day. Specified students. 

Tuesday 13th December—Church Service for Christmas 6.30pm. St Nicholas Church, Alcester. 

Wednesday 14th December—year 7 visit to a Christmas Carol performance. 

Wednesday 14th December—year 11 Cup Match during lesson 4/5. This is a home game for the  

Coventry Telegraph Cup against Princethorp College. 

Thursday 15th December—year 7/8/9 reports out to parents and carers. 

Thursday 15th December—year 9 Panto Day performed to year 7s. 

Friday 16th December—Non uniform day—Christmas Jumper Day for Save The Children.  

£1 suggested donated on the School Gateway. Finish early. 12.40pm close. 

Back to School—Wednesday 4th January 2023. ALL students. 

  

  

Important January dates: 

Thursday 5th January 2023. Year 11 Mock Results Evening 4-7pm. Live in the Hall. 

Monday 16th January 2023. Year 9 exams start in the hall. 

Monday 23rd January. Year 8 exams start in the hall. We will be speaking to the students about how 

to revise and subjects will focus upon preparation in the week before each exam series. 
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On Wednesday 7 December, a 

group of year 7s, alongside Miss 

Hammond and Miss Bartlett, got 

into the Christmas spirit and 

made some Christmas wreaths 

after being invited by LEAF  

Education and the Alcester 

Youth Project. It was a lovely 

way to spend a couple of hours in 

the sunshine and the end results 

were very impressive (despite the 

trail of hay we left behind us!).  

We would like to thank all the 

organisations that helped us, and 

I want to say how proud I was of 

the students’ maturity and  

enthusiasm!   

  

Miss Hammond 

Hands-on wreath making in Abbey Fields 
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Thank you to everyone who entered the Name-the-Gonks competition. There were some interesting 

entries! Congratulations to Eva, year 7, who chose the winning names. Congratulations also to  

runners-up Maiya, year 8, and Tom, year 7.  Mrs Passantino 

Gonks at Alcester Academy 

Thank you to Hester for taking over for me in last week’s bulletin for Miss Buckthorp! We have 

awarded a lot of House points this week for all of the excellent efforts shown this term! I wonder who 

will end the term in the lead? 

 

I am also looking for House captains! As part of this, you will be in charge of your House and will help 

me create House competitions. If you are in year 7 or 8 and are interested in becoming a House  

captain, please come and see me in E1.  

 

Top House this week: 

Ragley 

Top Epraise points this week: 

Ragley 

Top students on Epraise this week: 

Billesley – Ollie (8MO) 

Ragley – Charlie (10ST)  

Greville – Sam (8MO) 

Oversley – Scarlett (8MO) 
 

Miss Lewis 
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SCIENCE NEWS THIS WEEK 

Bacteria could help protect the seas and climate 

Researchers working in the Atlantic Ocean have discovered a bac-

teria known as cable bacteria. These bacteria are thinner than a 

human hair and their bodies can channel electricity. That electric 

power can be used by the bacteria to change their surroundings. 

Researchers have discovered that the bacteria are able to remove 

toxic sulphides from the mud in which they live, stopping the 

chemicals from entering the water and protecting sea life from a 

“toxic nightmare”.  

Could we make vibranium? 

Vibranium is a fictional element in the Marvel universe, and it 

can do many things. It makes up the almost unbreakable shield 

that Captain America carries. It gives Black Panther superpow-

ers. It also helps the futuristic Wakandan society run. Scientists 

say that finding such an element on earth is a long-shot, howev-

er mimicking vibranium might be a possibility. Chemist Sibrina 

Collins notes that vibranium “has aspects of various elements on 

the periodic table”. This suggests that there might not be one 

substitute for vibranium, but a combination of elements might 

work. For example, vibranium is strong like titanium, has the 

shine of silver or platinum and the electrical conductivity of  

copper.  

Let’s learn about eating bugs 

Insects are healthy, environmentally friendly foods for 

many people around the world. If you weren’t raised in a 

culture here eating mealworm, crickets or spiders is 

common, eating bugs might sound gross. However, bil-

lions of people around the world tuck into insects as 

tasty treats. Eating bugs is common in parts of Asia, 

Africa and South America, where people eat ants, bee-

tles, caterpillars and worms. Eating insects as an alter-

native to other meats may be better for the planet as 

they require less land, water and other resources than 

cows or pigs. They are also a good source of protein,  

vitamins and minerals.  

Protons may be more stretchy than physicists first thought 

Protons are made up of even smaller building blocks called 

quarks. Quarks are held together by a force known as “the strong 

force”. Scientists have developed new experiments to pull on the 

quarks inside protons. They found that the quarks were easier to 

pull around than expected, hinting that the strong force isn’t quite 

as strong as thought.  
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Last week, as Warwickshire 

Whale Pod, this year’s Young 

Enterprise team, we had the 

privilege of selling our  

Christmas products at  

Coughton Primary School’s 

Christmas Fair.  

 

For the weeks leading up to  

Friday 2nd of December, we 

worked tirelessly inside and out-

side of school, preparing and 

perfecting our products. As the 

Christmas Fair approached, our 

hard work was finally beginning 

to pay off. We learnt a lot from 

our first fair, we highly appreci-

ate this experience and it will 

help us with the rest of our jour-

ney, so a massive thank you to 

everybody involved.  

 

We have now set up our  

Christmas Pop-Up Shop in the 

Career’s Zone. All our products 

cost £1.50! What a bargain! You 

can come take a look at our 

products in the Careers Zone 

every lunch and break until the 

end of term.  

 

In the upcoming weeks, our 

products will be placed on School 

Gateway to purchase but alter-

natively you can bring cash to 

the Career’s Zone to purchase 

them directly from us. 

 

Thank you! 

Warwickshire Whale Pod 

Christmas Pop-Up Shop now open! 
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Whole school attendance this week: 91%   

7WI—96.9% 

8NE—95.6% 

9RO—95.8% 

10BW—88.9% 

11BA—98.2% 

Mrs Paula Taylor—Attendance Officer 

Attendance News 

Term Dates 2022-23 

 

AUTUMN TERM 2022 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 16th December 2022 at 12.40pm 

  

SPRING TERM 2023 

School closed   Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

     Teacher training day 

 

Spring Term begins  Wednesday 4th January 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 20th – Friday 24th February 2023 

Back to school   Monday 27th February 2023 

  

Spring Term ends (Easter) Friday 31st March 2023 at 12.40pm 

  

SUMMER TERM 2023 

Summer Term begins  Monday 17th April 2023 

 

May Bank Holiday    Monday 1st May 2023 

Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

 

Half Term     Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 2023 

Back to school   Monday 5th June 2023 

     

Summer Term ends  Friday 21st July 2023 at 12.40pm 

 

School closed   Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th July 2023 

     Disaggregated teacher training days 
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Epraise Leaderboard—past 7 days 

 

Top Students—past 7 days: 

1 Charlie  10ST  30 points 

2 Archie  11BA  21 points 

3 Jess   10MG  18 points 

4 Lola   7TN  15 points 

4 Ollie   8MO  15 points 

6 Scarlett  8MO  14 points 

6 Alex   9SO  14 points 

8 Sam   8MO  13 points 

8 Jessica  8MO  13 points 

8 Arthur  8NE  13 points 
 

Top Tutor—past 7 days: 

1 8MO 215 points 

2 7WI 203 points 

3 7TN 196 points 

4 7KA 185 points 

5 7LE 179 points 

6 9SO 170 points 

7 9HL 168 points 

8 8BI 167 points 

9 8NE 165 points 

10 9AN 156 points 

Top Staff—past 7 days: 

1 Mr Rossiter  343 points 

2 Mr Yarrington 315 points 

3 Miss Burgess 305 points 

4 Miss Home  303 points 

5 Mrs Weatherley 290 points 

6 Mr Bowater  272 points 

7 Miss Lewis  224 points 

8 Mrs Stedman 217 points 

9 Mr Martin   150 points 

9 Miss Taylor   150 points 
 

Top Subjects—past 7 days: 

1 Science 574 points 

2 Geography 490 points 

3 Maths  456 points 

4 History 375 points 

5 French 310 points 

6 Art  274 points 

7 English 264 points 

8 PE  124 points 

9 German 52 points 

9 Music  52 points 
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This week’s fixtures 

Year 8 Netball v Alcester Grammar 
School  

Well done to all the girls that played! It was a 

good win against AGS with Amelia and Lottie as 

our main shooters, scoring to help us win.  

However, the whole team played a part.  

 

We had a good defence, gaining the ball from in-

terception and moving it up the pitch. Natasha 

was goalkeeper and chosen as player of the match 

by the other team. Along with her, Daisy was also 

chosen and played wing attack or wing defence 

most of the time. The match was played as several 

7-minute games, and we won the majority of them 

leading us to win the fixture overall. 

 

AGS played very well, and it was a good match to 

play. Everyone should be very proud of them-

selves for playing in the right spirit! 

Written by Sophia and Ashlyn – year 8 

 

 

Year 7 Netball v Shipston 

Well done to our year 7 netball team who had 

their first competitive fixture v Shipston this 

week. Due to frozen courts the match was played 

indoors with all members of the team getting a 

run out on court. An excellent first performance 

from our year 7 netballers who are looking for-

ward to more competitive fixtures in 2023. 

SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 
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SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS * SPORTS NEWS 

  

Next week’s fixtures 

Wednesday 14th December—year 11 Football v Princethorpe College (Coventry Telegraph Cup), 2pm 

kick off. Match to be played at HOME—all parents are welcome to spectate! 

 

The cup competition draws together schools from across both Warwickshire and West Midlands  

counties, with the final of the cup being played at the 30,000 seater CBS arena in Coventry. 

We wish our year 11 lads the best of luck as they take on their first opponents next week in the  

competition! 

 

After school sport next week 

There will be no sports clubs after school next week following the completion of the Autumn term  

programme this week. Only the external archery coaching will still take place on Tuesday after 

school next week. 

 

PE staff will be busy putting together the extra-curricular offer for Spring term which will be shared 

in tutor time and emailed to parents. 

 

Well done to all students who have attended a sports club this term – the attendance and  

commitment to Alcester Academy Sport has been outstanding! 

 

Students will still be able to attend lunchtime clubs next week as usual – details below: 

 

Lunchtime sport next week 

Our final week of term will be Badminton lunchtime club in the gym – all are welcome to attend. 

Sports Leaders 

It was the turn of our year 7 and 8 school sports leaders to attend their meeting. A wide range of  

feedback was taken and some fantastic suggestions around PE, extra-curricular sport and trips and 

tours going forward. The PE department look forward to using this valuable feedback as we head into 

Spring term. Mr Moffatt—Head of PE 


