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The Autumn Term is always one of 

our busiest and this year proves to 

be no different. 

  

In September we were delighted to 

be admitting so many students into 

year 7, our highest intake for some 

years. I have really enjoyed watch-

ing our youngest students develop 

into confident members of the acad-

emy community. Yes, there have 

been moments where support was 

required, but I am very proud of the 

growing maturity within this year 

group. We have had an early indica-

tion that next year’s intake will be 

just as large, seeing the academy 

grow to over 600 students – exciting 

times. 

  

One of the key highlights of the 

Autumn term has been the school 

production of Mary Poppins. We 

chose to bring this production for-

ward in the school  year in order to 

avoid the preparations for the main 

exam block in the summer term. I 

have to say, both myself and the 

Performing Arts team were a little 

concerned at how little rehearsal 

time this would leave. However, we 

need not have worried given the 

huge level of commitment staff and 

students showed towards all aspects 

of rehearsals. Needless to say, the 

performance was amazing. From 

the performance of the cast, through 

to the promotions team and the set 

designers, the cast and crew abso-

lutely nailed this. A massive thank 

you to everyone who came to watch 

the show and we are all now very 

much looking forward to next year’s 

performance of Fame. 

  

I cannot let the newsletter pass 

without reference to academic per-

formance – our core business. Over 

the past term the government has 

released the provisional schools 

comparisons data. I am delighted to 

report that we fair very well. The 

Progress 8 score for the academy is 

reported as +0.52 and will rise to 

around +0.58 when the ratified data 

is published. In short, this means 

that students at the academy per-

formed over half a grade better on 

average in all qualifications. This is 

a fabulous performance, reflecting 

the hard work of our teachers and 

the way in which our students en-

gage with the support offered. We 

are already hard at work supporting 

the current 

year 11 stu-

dents with 

the final prep-

arations for 

their GCSEs 

and are opti-

mistic that 

progress data 

will once 

again be out-

standing this 

summer. 

  

I thoroughly believe that the  

balance we achieve between aca-

demic focus and the wider extra 

curriculum is the reason we are the 

school of choice. Rest assured, we 

will always endeavour to be the  

best that we can be. 

  

I close in wishing everyone a fantas-

tic Christmas and a happy New 

Year. We re-open for the Spring 

term on Tuesday 8th January and 

look  forward to the students  

returning smart in their uniforms 

with full equipment. 

 

 Mr Paul Hyde 

Headteacher 
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AUTUMN TERM 2018 

Autumn Term ends  Friday 21st December 2018 —  

    early finish 12.40pm 

 

SPRING TERM 2019 

School closed   Monday 7th January 2019 Teacher training day 

Spring Term begins  Tuesday 8th January 2019 

Half Term    Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February 2019 

Back to school   Monday 25th February 2019 

Spring Term ends (Easter)  Friday 12th April 2019 
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In September the Philosophy depart-

ment took a group of Year 7 students 

to visit the different churches of Al-

cester. The aim of the visit was to find 

out the differences and similarities of 

the different Christian denominations 

in the town, and students visited St. 

Nicholas' Church, the Baptist 

Church, and Our Lady and St. Jo-

sephs' Catholic Church. The students 

listened to presentations made about 

the different forms of Christianity, 

identified features and important 

items, and were able to put their own 

questions to the respective clergy. 

Students gained a great deal from the 

experience and were fascinated by 

some of the information which was 

shared. The rest of the year will enjoy 

the visit in the Summer term. 

Miss Cotterill 

LSU Message 

We would be most grateful if you 

could remind students that lockers 

must be left clear of any food or 

drinks over the Christmas holiday. 

All belongings such as PE kits and 

coats etc must be taken home. 

The LSU also have a number of 

items: 

 black shoes 

 drinks bottles 

 football boots 

 shin pads 

 pencil cases  

Please ask students to come to LSU 

and claim any lost property. All lost 

property will be disposed of over the 

Christmas break. 

Year 7 visit to the 

churches of Alcester 

Year 7 Explore Space 

In December,  intrepid year 7s ven-

tured to Leicester to the National 

Space Centre for a day of exploration. 

Whilst there, they learned about the 

history of space exploration including 

seeing a full sized, real rocket that 

was once used by the US Air Force. 

They visited a typical living room to 

see the 1969 moon landing, complete 

with soda syphon, garish orange wall 

paper and a manual type writer. They 

tried out the rocket launch capsule 

and realised just how cramped it was.  

Students worked to collect infor-

mation about all the planets in our 

solar system and learnt all about the 

objects around us in space. They 

looked at shooting stars and mapped 

our night sky. We also looked at the 

weather around us and tried to make 

our own space weather forecast. Look 

out Carol Kirkwood. 

Following on from Tim Peake’s stay 

on the ISS, students looked at what 

life is like for astronauts on the ISS - 

the food, drink, clothing and the toilet 

facilities. They also looked at the cur-

rent exploration of Mars and had a go 

at controlling a Mars rover and a 

landing pod. Some brave staff and 

students even tried out the space ride 

simulator, although some came out 

looking a little green.  

We finished in the Sir David Atten-

borough theatre with an exploration 

of the night sky. Looking at the sto-

ries behind the constellations that we 

see including Ursa Major; the Great 

Bear. We span through the sky look-

ing at the planets around us and their 

atmospheres. All in all a good day was 

had.  

 

Miss Burgess 

We have recently been concerned 

about the number of students cycling 

to school without a helmet or lights in 

these darker months. Please can you 

ensure that if you child wishes to  

cycle to school, these rules are  

respected for their own safety.  

Many thanks. 

Cycling to school 
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On the 24th September, a group of 

year 9s travelled to North Wales for 

the annual Marle Hall trip.  All pupils 

completed activities such as kayaking, 

high ropes courses, mountain walking, 

coasteering and the 

legendary gorge 

walk.  The weather 

conditions were gen-

erally good all week 

and this meant that 

all groups were able 

to tackle more ad-

vanced challenges.  

Coasteering was the 

only activity affected 

by the wind. 

The activities were-

n’t the only thing 

that challenged the pupils during the 

week though.  Pupils were given a lot 

of responsibility for their organisation 

during the stay.  They had to ensure 

that their kit and equipment was 

looked after, as well as delivering 

weather reports and preparing the 

dining room for all meals. 

The pupils showed a lot of progress, 

with some individuals overcoming 

some major hurdles.  Hopefully all 

pupils will be able to apply what they 

learnt from each experience in the 

future.  Well done to all pupils  

involved. 

 

Mr Bowater 

Marle Hall 2018 

Ofsted Parent View 

Questionnaire 

We would be grateful if as many 

parents or carers as possible could 

complete the online Ofsted  

questionnaire regarding your views 

of the academy. This can also be 

found with a simple web search of 

‘Parent View’. Many thanks in  

anticipation of your continued  

support. 

Blood Brothers 

 

Nine year 11 boys attended Willy Russell’s famous play Blood Brothers on 

the 26th November along with Mrs Hoskin and Mr Cooke. The play ex-

plores the lives of people impacted by the turbulent times of mid 20th Cen-

tury Liverpool, with the demise of separated twins Mickey and Eddie at its 

heart. Despite a very late night travelling by minibus, the boys really en-

joyed the musical and will no doubt benefit from this opportunity as it 

forms part of their Literature GCSE. Watching a play in performance is a 

crucial and moving experience for us all and should be encouraged at every 

opportunity. In this case, the quality of the production and authenticity of 

the characters was very memorable and emotionally charged for us all. 

Mr Cooke 
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Year 7  

Charity Penny Race 

Many congratulations to the students 

across the school who contributed to 

the House Penny Race collection for 

charity during this half term.  The 

year 7s involved on the day represent-

ed their houses with such pride and 

determination raising just over £73 in 

1p and 2p coins! The effort of all of 

the year 7s was incredible with Billes-

ley students taking a win with their 

£33.92 contribution laid in three lines 

edge to edge in just 15 minutes! These 

house points will contribute to the 

end of year House Cup presented at 

Sports Day. We look forward to decid-

ing on which charity the year 7s 

would like to contribute this to after 

Christmas. 

My Fair Lady trip 

Year 8 students had the VIP treatment at the Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

when watching My Fair Lady recently.  

 

A backstage tour was given to all our students, where they had an  

opportunity to view the lighting box and see how a show runs. 
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After all the pomp and excitement that 

had been generated around the much 

anticipated Alcester Academy school 

show; Mary Poppins delivered in every 

single way.  The show boasted a cast of 

64, an unprecedented number for the 

school, all performing to an exception-

ally high standard.  With only six 

weeks to put the whole production 

together, the cast and production crew 

clearly lived by Mary Poppins’ mantra 

of “anything can happen if you let it!”.  

 

The magical Mary Poppins (Ella 

Brereton) and her Bert (Alex Wilson) 

swept us off our feet with their profes-

sionalism and talent. Mr and Mrs 

Banks (John Clarke and Niamh Ir-

vine) were the perfect pair at Cherry 

Tree Lane, showing us how life was so 

different in 1910, with the help of Jane 

and Michael Banks (Sophie McLau-

chlan and Ollie Short.) The whole cast 

were phenomenal with their acting 

skills. They also showed us talent with 

their dancing and singing.  

 

With the show consisting of over 25 

songs, the music was everything one 

expects, containing the well-loved  

melodies of the Sherman Brothers: 

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, 

Chim Chim Cher-ee, Let’s Go Fly A 

Kite and of course that all time chil-

dren’s classic, A Spoonful of Sugar. 

Some truly wonderful dance routines 

were also performed with highlights 

being the 34 moves of Supercalifragil-

isticexpialidocious, as well as the 

hugely atmospheric tap number of 

Step in time. 

 

Another very slick and professional 

production put on by the Performing 

Arts team and teachers of Alcester 

Academy. 

Miss Sacco 

Mary Poppins was Practically Perfect in Every Way 
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The fourth annual Alcester Ambitions Careers Fair took place at the academy 

on 22nd November and was attended by every student.  This year, a record 

twenty-five stands featured the work of employers and training providers who 

were able to discuss their jobs and the skills needed to work in their sector.  

The aim of the fair, running in conjunction with Warwickshire County Coun-

cil, was to showcase local businesses and 

organisations which can offer work  

experience, apprenticeships or other career 

opportunities.  We are keen to show all  

students how many high quality career  

opportunities are available in our area and 

we are extremely grateful for the support of 

the local community. 

Mrs Black 

We are delighted that this year’s 

winners of  Find a soloist are 

Hannah and Alfie. Together a  

wonderful rendition of  Silent Night 

was sung at our annual Christmas 

concert at St Nicholas church this 

week.   

In November, almost seventy year 9 

students attended the Skills Show: 

the largest career and apprenticeship 

exhibition in the UK.  Students had 

the opportunity to explore careers in 

four main industry sectors: construc-

tion; engineering and technology; 

health, hospitality and lifestyle; and 

digital, business and creative. The 

have-a-go activities were particularly 

popular where students could try their 

hand at a wide variety of activities 

including a demolition simulation, 

virtual welding, floristry and 3D mod-

elling.  Employers from both local and 

national companies were on hand to 

give advice and discuss training and 

career prospects.  The students found 

the day very informative and it has 

given many of them the confidence to 

explore new possibilities for their  

future education and training. 

WorldSkills Live 

Find-a-Soloist 

Fourth Annual  

Alcester Ambitions Careers Fair 
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Alcester Academy's stage at St Nicholas Night on the 6th December was busier 

than ever this year. Performers included Alcester Academy's Acoustic Group, 

Rock Band and the G+T Jazz Group who kicked off the entertainment. Next to 

the stage were Alcester Performing Arts choir who were joined by singers from 

TGPA Haselor. This was followed by the fabulous Christmas choir performanc-

es from St Nicholas Primary, Coughton Primary and Our Lady's RC Primary 

schools. It was a great seasonal evening.  

Mr Badham 

St Nicholas Night in Alcester 
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On Tuesday 2nd October, our student 

librarians held a Macmillan cake sale 

in the LRC.  Amid much excitement at 

being allowed food in the library, they 

raised an amazing £130 for the  

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning and 

Cancer Support.  

Warwickshire Secondary Book Award offers year 7 pupils 

from schools all over the county the opportunity to read six 

shortlisted titles and review their favourites with their 

peers.  This is a wonderful opportunity to meet with stu-

dents from other schools and promote the enjoyment of 

reading.  Thirteen of our students will be taking part this year, and they will be 

asked to cast their votes at the beginning of March.  The winner will be revealed 

at an exciting ceremony, where at least one of the shortlisted authors is present.  

The shortlisted books for the 2019 award are:  S.T.A.G.S – M.A. Bennett; Wolf 

Children – Paul Dowswell; Boy 87 – Ele Fountain; I am Thunder – Muhammed 

Khan; The Nearest Faraway Place – Hayley Long; Rook – Anthony McGowan. 

After Christmas, our year 8 student 

librarians will be hosting a Book 

Club in the LRC.  They will aim to 

meet every couple of weeks to 

choose, read and discuss books.  If 

anybody wants to join them, then 

please ask in the LRC for details.  

Macmillan Cake Sale 

Warwickshire Secondary Book Award  New Book Club 
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Congratulations go to our latest  

Millionaire Club members – Harry 

Baylis from year 7, Michael McDer-

mott, George Devonald, Sophia Clack, 

Jess Perrin, Lucas Reader and Elia 

Coathup all from year 8. 

 

The LRC and the English Department 

encourage pupils to develop a lifelong 

love of reading with Accelerated Read-

er.  Did you know that Accelerated 

Reader (AR) produces an average of 

two years' reading age growth, in just 

one year while promoting reading for 

pleasure?  All of our pupils, from years 

7, 8, 9 and 10 who are on the AR sys-

tem, have been avidly reading and tak-

ing quizzes this term. Please encourage 

your child to read, because: 

People who read are more likely to be 

involved in the world around them: 

Research shows that reading makes you 

more engaged in life around you, help-

ing you to make the most of opportuni-

ties that come your way in life. 

Reading helps your memory: Every time 

you read something new, your brain 

'makes room' to fit it in.  With these 

new spaces, you can take advantage of 

any new information.  Good news when 

you have to revise for exams! 

Reading helps to boost your analytical 

thinking: Reading helps you to recog-

nise various patterns that occur in writ-

ing.  If you are looking for a law or 

medicine career, this is important! 

Reading expands your vocabulary: The 

more that you read, the more words you 

will come across.  The more often you 

read these words, the more likely you 

are to understand them, and use them 

in your own writing and speaking. 

Mrs Hands 

A million reasons why... 
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We have also celebrated Hanukkah. 

One of our year 8 students is Jewish 

and taught the rest of the year group 

about her faith. It was wonderful to 

see the students interested in the cul-

tures and traditions of others, and 

Bea was so engaging and inspiring in 

her explanations of the festival.  

This autumn we have been observing 

the cultures of others by celebrating 

Diwali, Hanukkah and Christmas. 

During Diwali, we had a week-long 

programme of activities where we 

learnt about this beautiful Hindu festi-

val and its significance to thousands of 

people worldwide. 

The students were really interested to 

hear about the traditions and the im-

portance of this festival and many took 

part in the Festival of Lights – either 

through wearing beautiful, Indian-

inspired clothes, or through tea-light 

making, bunting making, or hair slide 

making. We also had a splendid Diwali 

party on the last day. 

Celebrating Hanukkah 

What’s been happening in the  

Philosophy, Theology & Ethics Department? 
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Celebrating Diwali 

Christmas Nativity Challenge 

For Christmas, we had our annual Nativity Challenge, where year 7s created 

a nativity scene in under sixty minutes. There were some amazing entries. 

The winner will be announced in January! 

 

Our Mindful Lunch 

During the start of the Autumn term, we also had a mindful lunch to help us 

to keep calm, stay emotionally balanced, and think about those who have less 

than we do. 

Year 8 had the opportunity to sign up and in the end we had fourteen students 

eating lunch around a big table, with a table cloth, nice cutlery and dinner 

plates. We ate our dinner quietly, and mindfully and finished with a little  

meditation. 

It was a delightful way to spend lunch and everyone left feeling calm,  

reflective and with a real appreciation of the flavours and textures of the food 

we ate. 

Miss Bayliss 
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Textiles Club have been busy making advent calendars. Above is a mixture 

of year 7 & 8 pupils’ work, with help from Natalie and Leah in year 10. We 

have had some amazing textile creations. Well done.  

Miss Wincup 

Textiles Club 

As the name implies, Petit Cadeau, our 

latest Young Enterprise student com-

pany, is producing small, exquisite gift 

items. This term, they have been fol-

lowing a Christmas theme and have 

created beautiful seasonal tree and 

table decorations. As usual, the St 

Nicholas’ Night fair was a great suc-

cess, with stocks almost selling out.  

Now the students are looking to create 

new designs with Valentine’s Day and 

Easter themes in mind. Look out for 

them at the National YE Trade Fair at 

the beginning of March in Stratford.    

Work experience for year 10 students 

is taking place between 4 and 8 

March 2019. It is still not too late to 

apply.  Students are asked to see Mrs 

Black if they would like to take part, 

but have not yet submitted an  

application. 

Petit Cadeau – Young Enterprise 

Year 10 Work Experience 

Fast Tomato 
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What about taking the Fast Tomato 

survey if you are at a loose end over 

Christmas?   

 

Fast Tomato is an online career guid-

ance programme for young people and 

is available to all students at the 

Academy.  All students from year 8 

upwards are encouraged to look at the 

site to broaden their knowledge of 

career choices.   

If your child is interested in research-

ing at home, simply search for Fast 

Tomato then key in the academy code: 

ATCA.  Students take a short psycho-

metric questionnaire which gauges 

interests, attitudes and motivations. 

They are then offered career and  

education suggestions, which have 

been personalised for them.    

Please contact Mrs Black if you would 

like more information. 
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Attendance Percentages - Week Ending 14.12.18  

 

Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10  Year 11  Whole School 

97.4%   96.8%   97.0%   96.7%   97.9%  97.1% 

 

Well done year 11 you have the best attendance! Miss Staniland 

The awesome Alcester Rock Academy 

delivered a blistering set of Punk Rock 

classics to their biggest audience yet 

on 26th November. 

A big thank you to all who performed 

and supported the event. 

 

Mr Badham 

Our year 8 students have been very creative making some wonderful seasonal cushion covers in DT Textiles 
lessons. Well done sewing bees! Miss Wincup 

Seasonal Cushions 

School Statistics  

Alcester Rocks! 
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The House programme across all sub-

jects goes from strength to strength. 

There have been some great  competi-

tions on the sporting front, as well as 

some fantastic entries in competitions 

ranging from music and comedy per-

formance, language competitions for 

the European Day of Languages, Pub-

lic Speaking, Advent Calendar design 

and Halloween cookies! 

With more imaginative competitions 

occurring in the New Year, it promises 

to be a close fought battle to knock 

Billesley off their perch! 

House Competitions 
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BILLESLEY GREVILLE OVERSLEY RAGLEY 

138 105 134 127 

1st Luke O’Brien 2nd Louis Watkins 3rd  Emily Parker 

Year 7 Halloween Biscuits 

Current overall scores: 

House Sports 2018 
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SPORTS NEWS ** SPORTS NEWS ** SPORTS NEWS 
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It’s been a busy term of sport at the 

academy with many notable  

performances. 

 

Highlights include Poppy Fox-Rowe 

(year 8) and Caleb Spriggs (year 9), 

both qualifying to run for Warwick-

shire in the National Inter-County  

competition in Cheshire.  

 

Fixtures have been going on aplenty 

and we are looking forward in the 

New Year to taking part in our first 

Junior NBA competition, with our 7s 

representing the Washington Wizards 

and the 8s the Charlotte Hornets. 

 

As ever, the students have been fan-

tastic this term and the PE Depart-

ment would like to thank all students 

who have been involved with sport at 

the academy.  

 

Here’s to a successful 2019! 

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@AAcademy_PE 

 

Mr Powell 


