
 

 Alcester Academy Curriculum Planning: Key Stage 3  

Department: English  Year Group: Year 7 

Term Topic/Subject Assessment 
Objectives and 
Knowledge 
 
(include 
differentiation) 

Skills  
 
(include 
differentiation) 

Literacy, Numeracy 
(including wider 
reading) 

Personal 
Development 
(SMSC, British 
Values, Careers, 
Healthy Living, 
Citizenship 
Equality and 
Diversity, 
Preparation for next 
stages)  

AFL/Summative 
Assessment 

Autumn 1 
 
 

Armistice Runner by 
Tom Palmer  
 
 
 

Language AO1: 
Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and 
ideas. Select and 
synthesise evidence 
from different texts 
Language/Literature 
AO2: 
Explain, comment on 
and analyse how 
writers use language 
and structure to 
achieve effects and 
influence readers, 

Learning new 
vocabulary, relating it 
explicitly to known 
vocabulary and 
understanding it with 
the help of context 
and dictionaries.   
 
 Development of 
exploring language 
and application of 
meta language.  
 
Making inferences 
and referring to 

Literacy: Inference, 
development of 
sophisticated writing 
style, development 
of effective 
vocabulary through 
use of meta-
language.  
 
Numeracy: planning 
and structuring 
pieces.   
 
Wider reading:  
Whole text reading 

 
Exploration of 
different cultures, 
experiences, 
tolerance, emotional 
responses 
 
 

Reading: Analysis of 
an extract based on an 
evaluative statement.  
 
Writing: You are going 
to enter a creative 
writing competition. 
Your entry will be 
judged by a panel of 
people of your own 
age. 
 
Either: Write a 
description suggested 
by this picture  



using relevant subject 
terminology to 
support their views. 
Use of textual 
references to 
support. 
Literature AO1: Read, 
understand and 
respond to texts by: 
maintaining a critical 
style and develop an 
informed personal 
response. 
Literature AO3: Show 
understanding of the 
relationship between 
texts and the 
contexts in which 
they were written.  
Language AO5: 
Communicate clearly, 
effectively and 
imaginatively, 
selecting and 
adapting tone, style 
and register for 
different forms, 
purpose and 
audiences. 
Organise information 
and ideas, using 
structural and 
grammatical features 
to support coherence 
and cohesion of texts.  
Language A06: Use a 
range of vocabulary 
and sentence 
structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling 
and punctuation 

evidence in the text 
 
 Embedded/relevant 
details or quotations 
as effective support 
for effective 
interpretation. 
 
The ‘context bubble.’ 
 
 
Differentiation: Tasks 
will be tailored and 
planned for different 
needs where 
appropriate (writing 
frames, sentence 
starters and key word 
banks).  

of Armistice Runner  
 
Vocabulary 
extension slots: 
NF articles:  
 

 
 Or: Write the opening 
part of a story about a 
place that has made 
you fearful.  
 



 
Differentiation: Tasks 
will be tailored and 
planned for different 
needs where 
appropriate (writing 
frames, planned 
questioning, 
appropriate 
worksheets and 
sentence starters will 
be provided if 
required).  
 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Victorian London -  
Christmas Carol 
novel study 
 
 

Literature AO1, AO3 
Language/Literature 
AO2 
 
Differentiation: Tasks 
will be tailored and 
planned for different 
needs where 
appropriate (writing 
frames, planned 
questioning, 
appropriate 
worksheets and 
sentence starters will 
be provided if 
required) 
 
 

Development of 
exploring language 
and application of 
meta language.  
 
 Knowing how 
language, including 
figurative language, 
vocabulary choice, 
grammar, text 
structure and 
organisational 
features, presents 
meaning. 
 
Handling of unseen 
texts  
 
Knowing the purpose, 
audience for and 
context of the writing 
and drawing on this 
knowledge to support 
comprehension 
 
Embedded/relevant 
details or quotations 

Literacy: Inference, 
development of 
sophisticated writing 
style, development 
of effective 
vocabulary through 
use of meta-
language.  
 
Numeracy: patterns 
in poetry 
 
Wider reading: 
Whole text and 
extract reading of A 
Christmas Carol 
NF articles: Dickens’ 
Vocab extension  

Themes raised in a 
variety of texts;  
emotional 
experiences    

Reading:  How does 
the writer use 
language to create 
impact within this 
extract and in one 
other episode within 
the text? 
 



as effective support 
for effective 
interpretation. 

Spring 1 Dream School.  
Introduction to Non 
Fiction 
 

Language AO1 
Language A02  
Language A03:  
Compare writer’s 
ideas and 
perspectives, as well 
as how these are 
conveyed, across two 
or more texts 
Language AO5 
Language A06  
 
Tasks will be tailored 
and planned for 
different needs where 
appropriate (writing 
frames, planned 
questioning, 
appropriate 
worksheets and 
sentence starters will 
be provided if 
required)    
 

Development of 
exploring language 
and structure and 
application of meta-
language and 
comparison skills.  
 
 
Embedded/relevant 
details or quotations 
as effective support 
for effective 
interpretation. 
 
Creating engaging, 
discursive texts with 
technical accuracy 
 
Writing for a wide 
range of purposes 
and audiences.  

Literacy: Inference, 
development of 
sophisticated formal 
writing style, 
development of 
effective vocabulary 
through use of meta-
language.  
 
Numeracy: 
Structural/pattern 
analysis of texts. 
Planning for 
comparison  
 
Wider reading: 
NF articles: school in 
Victorian era; 
Michael Caine and 
evacuation; 
education during 
WW2; articles from 
exam resources 
 
 
Fiction: Victorian 
school diary; 
 

Exploration of 
feelings and 
emotions 
 
 
 

 

 
Writing: Non-fiction 
writing task  
 
Reading: Comparing 
views expressed in 
two different 
nonfiction texts.  

Spring 2 Detective scheme of 
learning  
 
OR 
Novel study 
 
 
 
 
 

Language AO1 
Language A02  
Language A03 
Language AO4 
Evaluate texts 
critically and support 
this with appropriate 
textual reference. 
Language AO5 
Language A06 
Tasks will be tailored 

Development of skills 
of exploring language 
and structure and 
application of meta-
language and 
comparison skills.  
 
 
Embedded/relevant 
details or quotations 
as effective support 

Literacy: Inference, 
development of 
sophisticated formal 
writing style, 
development of 
effective vocabulary 
through use of meta-
language.  
 
Numeracy: 
Structural/pattern 

Exploration of 
feelings and 
emotions 

Writing: Write an 
extract for your own 
detective novel 
 
 
Reading (optional): 
Analysis of language 
e.g.  How does 
Christie present Poirot 
during the revelation? 
 



and planned for 
different needs where 
appropriate (writing 
frames, planned 
questioning, 
appropriate 
worksheets and 
sentence starters will 
be provided if 
required)    

for effective 
interpretation. 
 
Learning new 
vocabulary, relating it 
explicitly to known 
vocabulary and 
understanding it with 
the help of context 
and dictionaries.   
 

analysis of texts. 
Planning for 
comparison  
 
Wider reading: 
Extracts of fictional 
detective texts; 
Curse of the 
Baskervilles;(age 12) 
Poirot; (age 9) 
 

 

Summer 1 Poetry – 
introduction to 
analysis 
 

Literature A01 
Language/Literature 
A02 
Literature A03 
 
Tasks will be tailored 
and planned for 
different needs where 
appropriate (writing 
frames, planned 
questioning, 
appropriate 
worksheets and 
sentence starters will 
be provided if 
required)    

Identifying and 
exploring the impact 
of a range of poetic 
techniques 
 
Understanding a 
poet’s intentions 
 
 
Developing the ability 
to critically compare 
two texts 
 
Embedded/relevant 
details or quotations 
as effective support 
for effective 
interpretation. 
 
Understanding the 
context of the poem 
and drawing on this 
knowledge to support 
comprehension and 
analysis.  
 

Literacy: reading for 
meaning/inference. 
 
Numeracy : patterns 
in poetry 
 
Wider reading: 
Extracts of poetry 
 
Vocab extension 
slots: NF articles 

Racial/ethnic issues, 
historical context 

Either: write a 
comparative piece 
using two studied 
poems 
 
Or: write a response 
to a poem explaining 
the poet’s use of 
device for impact 
 
Optional: create a 
piece of poetry in your 
chosen style 

Summer 2  
Year 7 English 
Language exam  
Heroes and Villains- 
creative writing 

Language AO1 
Language A02  
Language A03 
Language AO5 
Language A06 

Development of 
language skills: 
Spelling  
Punctuation  
Grammar  

Literacy: Inference, 
development of 
sophisticated writing 
style, development 
of effective 

Exploration of 
feelings and 
emotions; empathy 
and tolerance 

 
Exam Assessment  
 



 
Tasks will be tailored 
and planned for 
different needs where 
appropriate (writing 
frames, planned 
questioning, 
appropriate 
worksheets and 
sentence starters will 
be provided if 
required)    
 

Vocabulary 
Understanding and 
familiarity with GCSE 
style paper 
 
Creating engaging, 
discursive texts with 
technical accuracy 

vocabulary through 
use of meta-
language.  
 
Numeracy: planning 
and structuring 
pieces 
 
Wider reading: 
Fiction extracts from 
fantasy fiction 
 
Extracts from exam 
sources; fiction 
 
 
Vocab extension 
slots 

 


