
 

 Alcester Academy Curriculum Planning: Key Stage 3  

Department: History Year Group: 8 

Term   Topic/Subject Assessment Objectives and 
Knowledge 
 
 

Skills  
 
(include differentiation) 

Literacy, Numeracy 
(including wider 
reading) 

Personal Development 
(SMSC, British Values, Careers, 
Healthy Living, Citizenship 
Equality and Diversity, Preparation 
for next stages) 

AFL/Summative Assessment 

Autumn 1 
 
 

French 
Revolution 

What is revolution? Why were 
the French unhappy? What were 
the consequences of the 
revolution? 
AO1/AO2/AO3 
Causes of French Revolution, 
Trial and execution of King, Reign 
of Terror. 

Causation 
Motivation 
Interpretation 
Significance 
Empathy  
Enquiry, source inference 
and analysis 
Identifying and Explaining 
reasons 
Using evidence to qualify 
judgements 
Communicating ideas and 
opinions 
 
Differentiated card sorts, 
questioning, key words, 
frames 

Key words and 
terminology, 
examination of 
word ‘stormy’, 
learning when to 
use the correct 
terms. Begin to 
develop written 
answers. Different 
styles and forms of 
writing. 
Communicating 
verbally. History 
dictionaries. Use of 
statistics as 
evidence 
Empathy, valuing 
opinions, 
understanding 
interpretation. 

Moral- should anyone ever be put 
to death? 
Democracy – power and control 
Move from Monarchy to Republic 

Essay – Robespierre –Hero or 
Villain? 
(interpretations) 
 
AO2/AO3 
Being able to argue two sides, 
testing skills of interpretation.  
Also using evidence to back 
up arguments (will fit with 
PEA model) 
 
Writing frames 
(differentiated) 
 
Levelled Marking Scheme 

Autumn 2 
 

Slave Trade Understand why slavery was 
introduced (economic factors) 
Investigate the conditions of 
slavery (social factors) Why was 
slavery abolished? (political 
factors) What is the legacy? 
(moral factors) 
AO1/2/3 

Causation, Motivation, 
Interpretation, 
Significance, 
Empathy 
Enquiry, source inference 
and analysis 
Identifying and Explaining 
reasons 
Using evidence to qualify 
judgements 
Communicating ideas and 

Key words and 
terms.  Use of 
different styles and 
forms of writing 
e.g. 
Letters/diaries/post
ers 
Reading of extracts 
from books by 
slaves 
Exploring slave 

Explore concept of racism, the 
moral aspect of slavery.  Students 
exploring the nature of slavery and 
the slave trade in the 18th and 
19th centuries. They compare the 
values with their own beliefs about 
rights and slavery Cultural – study 
of different cultures (Africa) 

Life as a slave  (various 
questions on range of 
sources) 
 
Tests their use of sources, 
inference and comprehension 
skills, comparison of sources, 
utility and ability to interpret 
events. 
Levelled marking scheme 



opinions 
Thinking skills developed: 
Knowledge, 
comprehension, 
application, analysis, 
evaluation. Team work, 
communication skills 
 
Differentiated card sorts, 
questioning, key words, 
frames 

songs 

Spring 1 World War 
One 

Long and short term causes. 
Recognise Propaganda. 
Understand Trench warfare and 
conditions. New technologies. 
Impact on people. How did the 
war end? 
AO1/2/3 

Causation, Motivation, 
Interpretation, 
Significance, 
Power and Control, 
Empathy 
Enquiry, source inference 
and analysis 
Identifying and Explaining 
reasons 
Using evidence to qualify 
judgements 
Communicating ideas and 
opinions 
Thinking skills developed: 
Knowledge, 
comprehension, 
application, analysis, 
evaluation. Team work, 
communication skills 

Key words and 
terms 
Different writing 
styles/forms of 
writing e.g. diaries, 
letters from 
trenches, 
propaganda posters 
Communicating 
verbally 
Use of Private 
Peaceful 
Letters/Diaries 
from trenches 

Idea’s around ‘just war’, pacifism 
Pupils look at consequences of  
Assassination of Franz Ferdinand – 
How 2 bullets led to 20 Million 
deaths? 
Pupils explore why men joined the 
army in 1914 and the issues of right 
and wrong in fighting for your 
country 

Letter from the Trenches 
 
Writing to show empathy, and 
to show understanding of 
conditions and WW1 
AO1/AO2 
 
Clear criteria given and then 
levelled mark scheme against 
this 

Spring 2 Rise of Hitler, 
Life in Nazi 
Germany and 
Causes of 
WW2 

How and why Hitler rose to 
power? What was it like to live in 
Nazi Germany? How did Hitler 
control his people?  Causes of 
WW2 
AO1/2/3 

Causation, Motivation, 
Interpretation, 
Significance, 
Power and Control, 
Empathy 
Enquiry, source inference 
and analysis 
Identifying and Explaining 
reasons 
Using evidence to qualify 
judgements 
Communicating ideas and 

Numeracy 
Use of statistics as 
evidence e.g. 
election results, 
unemployment 
figures, 
hyperinflation 
Literacy 
Key words and 
terms 
Different writing 
styles/forms of 

Pupils develop understanding of 
how conflicts occur.  Pupils explore 
the treatment and persecution of 
minorities in Hitler’s Germany. 
Democracy in stark contrast to 
Hitler’s dictatorship, examine the 
loss of freedom. 
 

‘What caused World War 
Two’ 
 
Essay – AO2  
Writing to explain, prioritise 
and group reasons. To 
conclude with own opinion 
 
differentiated writing frames 
 
Levelled Mark scheme 



opinions 
Thinking skills developed: 
Knowledge, 
comprehension, 
application, analysis, 
evaluation. Team work, 
communication skills 
 
Differentiated card sorts, 
questioning, key words, 
frames 
 

writing e.g. essay 
answer, facebook 
proforma 
Communicating 
verbally 
Use of primary 
sources and 
accounts from Nazi 
Germany. Extracts 
from ‘Mein Kampf’ 
to show Hitler’s 
aims 

Summer 1 Events of 
WW2 and 
Atom Bomb 

Impact of WW2. Understand 
how events can be interpreted 
differently (e.g. Dunkirk). What 
was life like in Britain? Can the 
dropping of the atom bomb be 
justified? 
AO1/2/3 
Key events of WW2 (e.g. Dunkirk, 
Pearl harbour) 
The Home front (Evacuation, 
Blitz, Rationing) 
The Atom bomb 
 

Causation, Motivation, 
Interpretation, 
Significance, Empathy, 
Enquiry, source inference 
and analysis 
Identifying and Explaining 
reasons 
Using evidence to qualify 
judgements and opinions 
Communicating ideas and 
opinions 
Thinking skills developed: 
Knowledge, 
comprehension, 
application, analysis, 
evaluation. Team work, 
communication skills 
 
Differentiated card sorts, 
sources, questioning, key 
words, frames 
 

Key words, 
Newspaper 
reports(Dunkirk), 
Diaries/letters 
(evacuation) 
Speeches/debate 
(atom bomb) 
Use of statistics as 
evidence 
(evacuation/blitz/D
unkirk/ Atom 
bomb) 
 
Primary accounts of 
evacuation and the 
Blitz.  Newspaper 
reports from 
Dunkirk etc 

Can the use of atom bomb be 
justified? 
History in the community, heritage, 
Connections with 
people/places(evacuation/blitz) 
Explore Blitz spirit idea 
 
 

Atom Bomb Sources 
Assessment 
Tests Comprehension skills, 
source comparison skills, 
inference and also using 
sources to support argument 
and come to reasoned 
conclusion 
AO3/AO1 
 
Levelled Mark scheme 

Summer 2 Holocaust What was the Holocaust?Why is 
it important to remember the 
Holocaust? How did people resist 
and react? Have lessons been 
learned? 
AO1/2/3 
History of persecution, 
Nuremburg Laws, Kristallnacht, 

Causation, Motivation, 
Interpretation, 
Significance, 
Power and Control, 
Empathy 
Enquiry, source inference 
and analysis 
Identifying and Explaining 

Key words and 
terms 
Different 
styles/forms of 
writing: 
Diaries/Letters/Poe
ms 
 

Pupils explore the treatment and 
persecution of minorities in Hitler’s 
Germany 
Pupils explore different genocides 
throughout history. 
Pupils explore idea of what are 
basic human rights? 
Pupils explore and discuss the 

Holocaust assessment – mix 
of sources and extended 
answers 
Tests understanding of key 
terms (e.g. anti-semitic, 
ghetto’s) and ability to 
produce structured written 
work.  Writing to 



Ghetto’s, Einsatzgruppen,Final 
Solution, Resistance, reactions 
and remembering 

reasons 
Using evidence to qualify 
judgements 
Communicating ideas and 
opinions 
Thinking skills developed: 
Knowledge, 
comprehension, 
application, analysis, 
evaluation. Team work, 
communication skills 
 
Differentiated card sorts, 
sources, questioning, key 
words, frames 
 

First hand accounts 
from survivors (and 
some from 
perpetrators) 
 
Diary of Anne Frank 

resistance to it and also the ‘guilt’ 
of those who did nothing to stop it 
Religious persecution of the Jews 
during the Holocaust and lessons 
that need to be learned 

describe/inform 
AO1/3 
Levelled mark scheme 

 


