
KS4 Reading 
Forum

Welcome and thank you for waiting.

This session will begin at 6pm. It will be recorded.

Microphones and cameras are already disabled. Please feel free to use the 

chat box; there will be time for questions at the end.



Overview of the session

Introduction

Establishing our reader identity

Reading for pleasure

National Year of reading

Reading for progress

Reading for revision

Questions.

‘Let us remember: One book, one pen, one child, and one 

teacher can change the world.’



What was the last 

book that you read?

What was the last 

book your child read?



Reflecting on 24/25

Percentage of UK children 

and young people who 

enjoy reading is at its 

lowest level in 20 years with 

only 1 in 3 children enjoying 

reading in the UK. 

Fewer than 1 in 5 

8–18-year-olds 

report reading daily 

in their free time.

In 2025, 9 in 10 (89.7%) 

children and young people 

aged 5 to 18 said they had 

a book of their own at 

home, meaning 1 in 10 

(10.3%) did not have their 

own book.

36% drop in 

reading enjoyment 

since 2005. 



Reflecting on 24/25



Reader identity

❑ Reader identity is about how individuals see themselves as readers. This 

might include their history, preferences, feelings, habits, associations, and 

emotional engagement with reading. 

❑ It’s unique to every person and shaped by lived experience, relationships, 

and reading encounters, not just skill. 

Understanding and talking about who we are as a reader is a powerful start point 

for nurturing reading for pleasure, progress and engagement. 



Reader identity at Alcester 
Academy

Reading is 

essential 

for 

progress

Reading 

for 

pleasure

Reading is essential for progress because it helps 

students learn, think better, and understand the 

world around them; preparing them for post-16 

study. It opens their minds to new ideas and 

encourages creativity and problem-solving. 

Reading for pleasure is closely linked to this because

when people enjoy reading, they do it more often and 

learn more naturally. Enjoyable reading builds curiosity,

language skills, and empathy, which all help personal 

growth and social progress.



Reading for pleasure
❑ Reading for pleasure = a term adopted in educational policy 

within the UK. It is essentially the reading you do for pure 

enjoyment or relaxation in order to gain satisfaction from the 

act of reading. 

❑ Reading for pleasure helps students develop their reading 

frequency. 

❑ It also helps students discover new things; boosting their 

curiosity and creativity. 

❑ Creating a culture of reading for pleasure.



Reading for pleasure

Warwickshire 

book award

Become a 

student 

librarian!

Book clubs



National Year of Reading



Tips to help build a love of reading:

❑ Reconnect reading to hobbies and interests

❑ Allow different formats – anything and everything!

❑ Author events

❑ Look for books based on films or games

❑ Speak to your local librarian or bookseller

❑ Celebrate reading as a social activity

❑ Help them find places to discuss books

❑ Be patient, the right book is out there!

National Year of Reading



National Year of Reading



Reading for progress

❑“Children who are weak readers will struggle as much in maths and science at 

GCSE as they do in English and in arts subjects, according to one of the 

biggest ever studies of student reading.” (Renaissance)

❑Average reading age to fully access and comprehend GCSE papers is 15 years 

and 7 months. Some of the content in GCSE History may cover content of a 

reading level of 19 years! 

❑Students can improve academic attainment by using active reading strategies 

like predicting, questioning, and summarizing to improve comprehension and 

critical thinking. 



Reading for progress

❑ Reducing "Cognitive Load": Reading builds "fluency." When a student has 

high reading fluency, they don't have to "work" to understand a Science exam 

question; their brain is free to focus entirely on the scientific answer.

❑ The Print Advantage: Recent studies suggest that reading on paper leads to 

better retention and deeper comprehension than digital reading—vital for 

long revision sessions.

❑ Stress Management: Reading for just 6 minutes can reduce stress levels by up 

to 68%, making it a perfect "reset" tool during high-pressure mock or final 

exam periods.



Reading for progress
Introducing our 

Recommended 

Reading posters…



Reading to support revision

Read a chapter of a 
revision guide and ask 

them to “teach” it to you 
back. 

Encourage reading 
journalism (e.g., The 
Guardian, BBC News)

Listen to the audiobook 
of their English set texts 

together.

Read a revision guide 
and highlight command 

words (calculate, 
compare, contrast). 

Create a ‘word wall’ of 
high-level vocabulary.

Read news articles 
about current 

geographical events. 

Read a complex 
paragraph from a 
revision guide and 
sketch it out as a 
diagram (e.g. Cell 

Mitosis). 



What are young people reading?

Series fiction 

Romantasy

Passion-led 

genres



KS4 Reading 
Forum

Questions?
AlexLewis@alcesteracademy.org.uk
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