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Department: Geography Year Group:   8     
Term Topic/ subject Assessment Objectives Knowledge Skills including differentiation Literacy, numeracy and SMSC 

opportunities 
Final assessment task and 
title 

 
 
 
 
Autumn 1 

 
 
 
 
Coasts and Rivers 
 
 

A01/ A02/ A03- To 
understand how physical 
processes and human 
actions shape the coastal 
environment of the UK. 
 
To understand how rivers 
shape the physical 
environment of the U.K and 
Europe. 
 
Unit One- The Physical 
Landscape of the U.K. 

In this unit, students will 
investigate how the sea 
erodes and creates new land, 
how coasts are used by 
people, and what can be done 
to protect people living in 
these environments. 
 
Students will also learn the 
features and processes of the 
three stages of a river profile; 
how rivers can be managed, 
and will look at specific flood 
events and responses. 
 

 

- Locating continents, 
countries, and oceans on  a 
variety of different maps 

- Using basic GIS/ satellite 
data 

- Map- reading 
- Decision- making 
- Sketching 
- Modelling 

 
Students will be encouraged to 
complete tasks at different challenge 
levels. Model answers and guides will 
be used to support all students. 
Numeracy needs will be 
differentiated according to ability/ 
challenge. 

Use of compass, latitude and 
longitude. 
Describing how landforms 
form. 
Decision- making and 
empathy especially 
concerning the impact of 
coastal management on local 
people. 
Observation. 
Team work when creating 
landform models. 
Exam- style question 
interpretation and being able 
to use evidence to support 
ideas. 

 
Coasts and Rivers end 
of unit assessment. 
Formal written 
assessment based on 
knowledge and 
understanding 
acquired during Unit. 
Exam- style questions 
which will include 
GCSE- style short and 
extended questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
Autumn 2 

 
 
 
 
 
The Geography of 
Stuff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A01- To investigate how 
people and places are 
connected through what we 
buy, make, and consume. 
 
Unit Two- The Changing 
Economic World 
Unit Two- The Challenge of 
Resource Management 
 
Unit Three- Organisation of 
field work. 
 
 

To be able to define what 
manufacturing and 
consumerism are, to 
understand why some 
countries make and export a 
lot of goods, whilst others buy 
and import their goods, to 
investigate whether global 
trade is fair. 

- Independent Enquiry 
- Detective and reasoning 
- Team work 
- Decision- making 
- Research 
- Planning 

 
Different numeracy skills will be 
required to allow students to work 
out budgets and to produce spread 
sheets. Students may have simplified 
data/ decision- making options in 
order to help them come to a 
decision.  Multiple- choice and 
completion activities for LA’s. 
Challenge worksheets and evaluation 
sheets. 

Using evidence to support 
choices and opinions. 
Graph skills. 
Development of 
understanding about basic 
human needs and rights. 
Empathy/ moral 
responsibility. 
Ability to keep to a budget 
and to plan for short and long- 
term changes (impact of these 
changes). 
Ability to cost a project. 

Sweatshop 
Improvement Enquiry. 
Students will be asked 
to write a report for 
Primark to recommend 
changes to improve 
their working practices 
in their Asian factories. 
Students will have a 
three- year plan to 
complete, and will have 
a budget and a list of 
improvements to 
choose from. 

 
 
 
 
 
Spring 1 

 
 
 
 
 
Uneven 

A01/ A02/ A03- To work as 
a team to produce both a 
poster comparing 
development indicators for 
the UK and Ghana, and a 
presentation about how our 

This unit will teach students 
the differences between LICs 
and HICs, how development 
indicators can be interpreted, 
why countries have different 
levels of development, and 

- Graph skills 
- Field work/ Visits 
- ICT 
- Decision- making 
- Project work 
- Paired work 

Graph production and 
interpretation. 
Independent enquiry at 
Cadbury World. 
Persuasive writing 
Empathy about how different 

Comparing Ghana’s 
Development to the UK. 
Students will work in 
groups to produce a 
presentation which 
compares development 
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Development  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lives differ. 
 
Unit One- Atmospheric 
Hazards 
Unit One- Living World 
Unit Two- The Changing 
Economic World 
 

will compare Ghana to the UK.  
Different numeracy skills will be 
required to allow students to 
produce graphs. Students may have 
simplified data/ decision- making 
options in order to help them come to 
a decision.  Multiple- choice and 
completion activities for LA’s. 
Challenge worksheets and evaluation 
sheets. Careful setting of activities 
and groups at Cadbury World. 

people’s lives can be because 
of money and resources. 
Team work 
Speaking and asking 
questions to other adults. 
Use of connectives to explain 
and analyse. 
 

indicators in the UK to 
Ghana. They will also 
complete a formal 
exam- type set of 
questions about key 
development terms 
and processes. 

 
 
 
 
 
Spring 2 

 
 
 
 
 
Deadly Geography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A01/ A02- To be able to 
explain how a named urban 
environment is affected by a 
variety of hazards, and what 
has been done to make it 
safer. 
 
Unit One- The Challenge of 
Natural Hazards 
Unit One- The Physical 
Landscape of the U.K. 

To be able to differentiate 
between human and natural 
hazards, to understand how 
earthquakes happen, and why 
volcanoes and hurricanes 
form, and what people can do 
to reduce their impact. 

- Map skills 
- GIS skills 
- Locating places accurately 

on maps/ using 
photographs. 

- Comparing and contrasting. 
- Annotated sketching 
- Evaluating  

Use of simple and more complex GIS 
and information gathering 
techniques. Exemplars of writing for 
a specific audience and preparation 
work relating to this (including cross- 
curricular collaboration).  Support in 
terms of literacy mats and 
presentation exemplars. Card sorts 
and writing frames. 

Map/ graph/ sketch 
production. 
Use of GIS data. 
Descriptive writing and 
reading. 
Writing for a specific audience 
(a news report) 
Presentation. 
Responsibility. 
Applying knowledge to an 
unfamiliar context. 
Creating videos/ other media 
using written information. 

What Hazards do the 
People of Los Angeles 
Face? 
Students will act out a 
role play news report 
to explain how Los 
Angeles faces many 
natural and human 
hazards, and how they 
try to plan for these. 
Students will need to 
individually answer an 
extended question 
about planning and 
preparing for hazards 
in L.A. 
 
Formal GCSE-style 
assessment. 

 
 
 
 
Summer 1 

 
 
 
 
Focus on Brazil 
 
 
 
 
 

A01/A02- To be able to 
explain Brazil’s physical and 
Human Geography, and how 
this relates to a country’s 
level of development. 
 
Unit One- The Living World 
Unit Two- The Challenge of 
Urban Environments 
Unit Two- The Changing 
Economic World 

Students will discover the 
contrasts in Brazil’s physical 
and social geography. They 
will be able to explain 
population distribution, 
inequality in the regions, and 
will investigate the challenges 
facing the rainforest. Students 
will also evaluate responses 
to these. 

- Map and location skills 
- Data Interpretation 
- Comparing and contrasting 

photographic evidence. 
- Creation of a variety of 

different types of graph. 
- Collaboration and peer 

support 
- Differentiation 

Differentiation of data/ graphs 
constructed.  Exemplars of writing 
for a specific audience and 
preparation work relating to this 

Drawing and presenting 
graphs. 
Interpretation of data. 
Report/ forecast writing. 
Persuasive/ sympathetic 
writing. 
Writing for an audience. 
Source interpretation 
Selecting and quoting 
appropriate evidence. 
Ability to write an argument, 
but to be able to respond to 
other’s opinions instantly. 

Students will complete 
a GCSE- style exam 
assessment based on 
multiple choice, 
descriptive, and 6 and 
9 mark questions. 
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(including cross- curricular 
collaboration).  Support in terms of 
literacy mats and presentation 
exemplars. Card sorts and writing 
frames. 
 

Confident speaking. 

 
 
 
Summer 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Stepping up to 
GCSE- 
Geographical Skills 
for the Modern 
World 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A03- To be able to use a 
variety of mathematical 
techniques and apply them 
accurately to Geographical 
concepts and issues. 
 
To be able to present data 
using appropriate 
techniques. 
 
Unit Three- Geographical 
Applications 
 
All GCSE units. 

Students will build up their 
knowledge of stages of 
enquiry; how to select 
appropriate methods, how to 
select presentation 
techniques, when and how to 
use statistical methods, and 
how to evaluate and analyse 
data. 

- Knowledge of different 
presentation techniques 
including radar, isoline, 
choropleth, and O.S. maps. 

- Data Interpretation. 
- Statistical analysis 

techniques such as 
Spearman’s Rank. 

- Mean, mode, and median 
and interquartile range. 

- Evaluation  
- Risk assessment 

Numeracy ability will determine 
levels of differentiation. Cross- 
curricular links with Maths. Students 
will be supported through the use of 
model answers and writing frames. 

Drawing, interpreting, and 
presenting information. 
Drawing graphs using 
unfamiliar data. 
Ability to write to give 
information. 
Source Interpretation. 
Unseen evidence 
interpretation. 
Fieldwork. 

Students will be 
assessed using a pre- 
release booklet and a 
GCSE- style exam (this 
will be based on the 
type of questions found 
on Paper 3). 

 


