
Alcester Academy  

Transition News  

Dear parents and students,  

Welcome to the Alcester Academy Tran-

sition News. At the moment, we are cur-

rently talking to and visiting your year 6 

teachers in order to learn all about you.   

 

First, we would like to welcome you all 

to our successful school. We are really looking forward to 

seeing you on our Induction Day soon, which will involve 

you getting to know key information about the school, be-

coming familiar with members of staff, getting to know 

your tutor group and participating in a range of activities. 

We hope you are really looking forward to this day.  

 

In the meantime, I hope that you will read this newsletter 

and take part in some of the suggested activities. We have 

included some information about key staff  and some of 

their roles, that will hopefully make you feel more comfort-

able about your move to secondary school.  Throughout 

the next two terms we  will endeavour to continue to com-

municate with you and support you with your move to sec-

ondary school.  

As the Year 7 Coordinator, I look forward to meeting you all 

very soon, but for now if you have any queries or questions 

regarding transition, please contact  me at: 

Cerihammond@alcesteracademy.org.uk  

 

Miss Hammond  

Year 7 Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

Things to look forward to in 

September: 

1. Meeting your new Form Tutor 

2. Meeting both old and new friends 

3. Enjoying new subjects  

4. Meeting your subject teachers  

5. Enjoying the chance to take part in a 

wide variety of extra curricular activi-

ties. 

6. Being part of a successful communi-

ty . 

Our School values:  

Honesty and Integrity  
 

Tenacity and Perseverance  
  

Kindness and Compassion  
 

Curiosity and Creativity  
 

Respect and Tolerance 

Can you think of any examples 

of when you have already 

shown these values?  



What you can look forward to at Alcester Academy?  

You will be able to participate in and 

compete in variety of sports teams  

You can participate in a range 

of House competitions  

You will get to experience a wide  

range of different subjects 
A variety  of different lunchtime 

and afterschool clubs  

You will have the opportunity to go 

on a variety of school trips through-

out the year.  

You will get to either watch or participate 

in the school production.  

You will get the opportunity to partici-

pate on the Duke of Edinburgh Award  

You will be able to collect Epraise 

points in all of your lessons. 



 

Key Staff at Alcester Academy  

Mrs  S Mellors 

Head Teacher  

Miss K Buckthorp 

Assistant head– Wellbeing 

The leadership team  

Mrs W Woodman  

Deputy head– Teaching and 

Learning  

Mr N Cooke  

Assistant Head— Progress  



Support Teams 

Miss A Butler 

Teaching Assistant 

Mrs  Clarke 

Teaching Assistant Miss Ballinger 

Ms M Parker 

Catering Manager  

 

Miss R Bliss 

Office Administrator/ 

Reception 

Mrs A Bush 

SENCO 

Miss Coombes  

Teaching Assistant  



Mrs J Quirke 

LSU Manager 

Mrs J Bennett 

Student Services  &  

Attendance 

Mrs K Jones 

Behaviour  

Support 

Mrs J Hodges 

Family  

Support &  

Attendance 

Miss K Buckthorp 

Director of Well-being  

The pastoral and LSU team 



Pastoral support at Alcester Academy 

Our pastoral support at Alcester Academy will mainly come through your tutor who you will see 

every morning as part of your tutor group, where you will be with a group of year 7 students. 

They will get to know you well and you will get to know them . Tutor groups usually have about 

25 students in and you will remain in that group for the whole of year 7.  

 

We also have the LSU and this is an area where any problem can be solved...it may be some-

thing lost, or you may have forgotten something, you may not be feeling well, you may have 

fallen out with your friends or had an argument, you may be worried about something at home 

or school. The LSU is here to help and solve any issues you might have, our main job is to make sure that you feel happy and 

well supported at school. We are there when things are going well, and if things go a bit wrong, we can help you get back on 

track. LSU is open before school, during school ,including breaks and lunchtimes, and after school. Our LSU is staffed all the 

time. The staff based in the LSU are Miss Buckthorp (Director of Student well-being) , Mrs Quirke (LSU Manager), Mrs Bennett 

& Mrs Jones (Student support). All the staff based in LSU are also part of the designated safeguarding team at the academy. 

Miss Buckthorp is the Designated Safeguarding Lead for the school. Also part of the LSU team are Mrs Hodges who deals with 

all the attendance. We are really looking forward to meeting you all soon and are excited about you becoming part of our fab-

ulous school.  

 

Miss K. Buckthorp—Director of Well-being  

SEND support at Alcester Academy  

 We understand that starting a new school can be very daunting for both students and 
their parents, but more so if you have special education needs or disabilities. So, to 
help provide a smooth transition from primary to secondary school, the SEND Depart-
ment at Alcester Academy provide a range of resources and additional transition op-
portunities. Our dedicated SEND team includes SENCo Mrs Bush, Teaching Assistants 
(TA's) Miss Butler, Mrs Passantino and Mrs Clarke and SEND Office assistant Mrs 
Lacey.  TA's support lessons in all year groups and all subject areas, whilst also carrying 
out one to one mentoring for specific students, as well as individual and group inter-
ventions. Within the maths, English and DT departments there are also subject specific 

Teaching Assistants. Miss Butler is currently the main TA to support year 7 lessons. Additional key people 
who work with us include specialists from SEND Supported; particularly Lucy Clarke, Autism specialist 
teacher and Claire Cole, Lead Consultant – Cognition and Learning/Dyslexia. 
 

The SEND department run a number of clubs outside of lesson time including friendship group for fun 
lunchtime activities, homework clubs at lunch time and twice a week after school and handwriting club. 
 
To help with transition we can provide children with visual timetables, maps, checklists and we have a vid-
eo tour of the school on the website. We hope to get to know and understand your children and their 
needs better through meetings with primary school SENCo's and parents prior to the end of the summer 
term. 
 

Mrs A Bush  
SENCO 



We appreciate that starting secondary school can be a daunting experience, so we 

have asked some of our year 7s to provide some advice and reassurance .  

Just be yourself! And make sure you bring the 

correct equipment you need for each day.  

Violet  

Secondary school sounds a lot more daunting than it is. 

When you get here you will make lots of friends and find 

the teachers really helpful.  

Diego  

In the first week, try and make it your goal to 

talk to as many people as you can. You will 

find if you do, you will make lots of friends.  

Jeremy  

Don’t worry about getting lost in the building. It is really 

easy to find your way around . 

Jess  

The older students may seem scary at first, but 

they are actually really friendly and helpful!  

Make sure you write down all of your passwords and 

homework in your planner so you don’t forget them! 

Jonas  

 

Take every opportunity that is given to you and just 

enjoy it all!  



When you start any new journey in life it is always a good idea to set goals for yourself. In preparation for your new journey of 

starting at Alcester Academy, below is an activity for you to complete and bring in on your first day .  



Transition Activities  
Below are three more activities to help make the transition to secondary school as smooth as possible.  

1) Write a letter to Alcester Academy  telling us what you are looking forward to, what 

you are nervous about, what you  enjoy doing and something you dislike.  

 

 

 

 

 

2)  What should I take to school? Lots of new and different equipment is needed for 

secondary school. Create a shopping list which includes all of the equipment you think 

you will need; consider specific lessons such as P.E and Food Technology. Use Alcester 

Academy’s website for support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) What’s are your biggest achievement so far? Create a wheel of achievement that 

displays your proudest moments both at Primary school and outside. You could label 

each sections with heading such as ‘Maths’, ‘P.E’, ‘Sports’ ‘Music’ etc. In each segment 

draw a picture or write sentence to show what you are proud of and why.  

 

 

 


